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 This is the 14th issue of the Roots bulletin which is 

issued each month. October in Palestine is associat-

ed with a series of memories and events that docu-

mented in Palestinian memory. In this issue of the 

Roots bulletin, we are going to talk about Palestini-

an city Ber al Sabea, as well as the important events 

that happened in October and our martyrs in this 

month. Moreover, we are going to talk about the 

destroyed village al-Sawafer, the Palestinian writer 

and politician Emile Habibi, and the Palestinian tra-

ditional games as a part of Palestinian heritage. 

 
 

Beersheba or Biʾr as-Sab is an Arab city in the 

Southern District of Palestine. Often referred to 

as the "Capital of the Negev". It is the oldest and 

largest city in historic Palestine, and the first Pal-

estinian city occupied by British forces in 1917. 

The Ottomans ruled it for centuries, and it was a 

difficult figure in the wars in the region, due to 

its strategic location. There are several etymolo-

gies of the name Beersheba. The oath of Abra-

ham and Abimelech ('well of the oath'). Others 

include the seven wells dug by Isaac ('seven 

wells'); the oath of Isaac and Abimelech; the 

seven lambs that sealed Abraham and Abimele-

ch's oath ('well of the seven'). The Arabic topo-

nym can also be translated as 'seven wells' or, as 

more commonly believed, 'lion's well'. 
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Beersheba was founded when Abra-

ham and Abimelech settled their dif-

ferences over a well of water and 

made a covenant. Abimelech's men 

had taken the well from Abraham 

after he had previously dug it so 

Abraham brought sheep and cattle to 

Abimelech to get the well back. He 

set aside seven lambs to swear that it 

was he that had dug the well and no 

one else. Abimelech conceded that 

the well belonged to Abraham. 

Since its inception, the city has un-

dergone many events, and its residents struggled against the British Mandate and Zionist settlement, 

and participated in all revolutions, and martyrs fell among them. In 1948, they stood against the Is-

raeli forces, trying to prevent them from occupying the city and advancing south in the Negev. 

The district of Beersheba is located in the south of Palestine, and it is bordered to the west by the Ga-

za district, to the east by Jordan, to the south by the Dead Sea and Wadi Araba, to the north by the 

Hebron district, to the south by the Gulf of Aqaba and the Sinai Peninsula. 

 

 The original inhabitants of Beersheba are from the Bedouin tribes and were initially displaced to the 

refugee camps in the city of Jericho, then to Jordan. The majority of the original inhabitants of Beer-

sheba are in Jordan, and there are some refugees in Gaza City. Its location has gained special im-

portance because it links three environments: the desert environment in the south, the mountainous 

environment in the north with the east, and the coastal plain environment in the north and west. It is 

natural that we meet in this site the products of the-

se environments, and that it becomes a popular 

market visited by Bedouins and urbanites alike. 

The city, which is on 84 square kilometers area, is 

considered a center for trade and communications 

between the merchants of Jerusalem, Hebron, Ga-

za, Majdal and the Bedouin tribes. 

Agriculture was the main activity of the Bedouin 

population who settled around the city, in addition 

to their practice of raising livestock. Barley, wheat, 

corn, lentils and beans are the most important agri-

cultural crops in the region. In addition to agricul-

tural activity, Beersheba was a center for trade car-
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avans in different ages, and the city became a market visited by Bedouins and traders of grain and 

livestock. 

The trade routes had a great impact on the prosperity of the country, because they were located on 

the Arab trade routes, which carried various types of Indian and East African products, passing from 

the Beersheba commercial station, and later heading to Egypt or to the Mediterranean coast at Gaza. 

The Canaanites were the first to know the inhabitants of the area, and it is likely that they gave their 

city this name because there are seven ancient wells in it. The books of the Old Testament indicate 

that it was inhabited when Abraham Al-Khalil was roaming with his flocks this country, and that a 

dispute arose between him and Abu Malik, the leader of the inhabitants of Beersheba, over a well of 

water. This forced Ibrahim to offer seven sheep in compensation to Abu Malik, so that place was 

called Beersheba. 

Beersheba, in its deep-rooted history, suffered from what other countries of Palestine had experi-

enced, and was subject to the nations that seized this country from the Assyrians, Babylonians, Per-

sians, Greece, and others. 

The attacks of the invaders on the land of Canaan weakened its inhabitants, the Canaanites, which 

led to their submission to other Arab tribes, such as the Amorites, whose influence extended to Tel 

Arad and Tel al-Malah in the district of Beersheba. 

The city of Beersheba and its area prospered during the Nabateans and Roman eras when it was a 

vital corridor for world trade crossed by Arab caravans carrying the bounties of India and Africa to 

Egypt and other cities of the Palestinian coast, which led to the establishment of a series of cities and 
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trading stations such as Abda, Al-Auja, Al-Khassa, Rahiba and others. The rule of the Arab Naba-

taean state extended from the Gulf of Aqaba to the borders of Egypt and the shores of the Mediter-

ranean. And around the fourth century BC, the Nabateans reached the influence of Sinai and south-

ern Syria and Iraq, and their state remained in place until it entered the possession of the Romans 

during the reign of Emperor Trajan (98 - 116 AD). 

In the Roman era, Beersheba was a large 

village with a military garrison. When 

Christianity spread in Palestine, it made 

Beersheba a bishopric. The Romans es-

tablished the churches of Beersheba and 

Sebastia, and built many buildings and 

urban repairs, including al-Hafir and Kar-

nab forts, they paved roads, dug cisterns, 

erected dams, planted trees, appeased the 

Arab tribes in the region, allyed them, and 

gave them titles and ranks to help them 

maintain security. 

In the seventh century AD, the Muslims took Palestine, and Beersheba was known to them as the 

town of Amr Ibn Al-Aas for taking Ajlan Palace in its district as his headquarters when he retired 

from Egypt during the reign of Othman Ibn Affan. There is no doubt that Beersheba was a bustling 

city, and had it not been for that, he would not have taken it - and he is one of the greatest leaders - 

as a residence. 

Mamluk period 

In 1483, during the late Mamluk era, the pilgrim Felix Fabri noted Beersheba as a city. Fabri also 

noted that Beersheba marked the southern-most border of "the Holy Land". 

 

Ottoman period 

The present-day city was built to serve as an administrative center by the Ottoman administration 

for the benefit of the Bedouin at the outset of the 20th century and was given the name of Bir al-

Sabi (well of the seven). Until World War I, it was an overwhelmingly Muslim township, with 

some 1,000 residents.  

In June 1899, the Ottoman government ordered the creation of the Beersheba sub-district (kaza) of 

the district  of Jerusalem, with Beersheba to be developed as its capital.Implementation was entrust-

ed to a special bureau of the Ministry of the Interior. There were multiple reasons for the decision. 

The British incorporation of Sinai into Egypt led to a need for the Ottomans to consolidate their 

hold on southern Palestine. There was also a desire to encourage the Bedouin to become sedentary, 
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with a predicted increase of tranquility and tax revenue. The first governor (kaymakam), Isma'il 

Kamal Bey, lived in a tent lent by the local sheikh until the government house (Saraya) was built. 

Kamal was replaced by Muhammed Carullah Efendi in 1901, who in turn was replaced by Hamdi 

Bey in 1903. The governor in 1908 was promoted to 'adjoint' (mutassarrıf muavin) to the governor of 

the Jerusalem district, which placed him above the other sub-district governors. 

By 1907 there was a large village and military post, with a residence for the kaymakam and a large 

mosque. The population increased from 300 to 800 between 1902 and 1911, and by 1914 there were 

1,000 people living in 200 houses. 

When the First World War broke out (1914 - 1918 ), the interest of the Turks increased in the city of 

Beersheba due to the importance of its location in the south of the country, so it became a base for 

the Ottoman armies heading to the Suez Canal. 

Many buildings were added to the city, and the railway station warehouses were established, which 

linked Beersheba to the Wadi al-Sarar station on the Jaffa-Jerusalem railway. The railway extended 

from Beersheba to the heart of Sinai, and the roads between it and Hebron and Auja were paved, and 

during that period it was lit by electricity. During the British Mandate era, the plans of the Turks 

failed in the face of the British army‟s attack that occupied Beersheba on October 31, 1917. In its at-

tack on Palestine, the British army established a railway linking Beersheba with Rafah*, but it was 

soon removed in 1927. The railway between Beersheba and Wadi Al-Sarrar station had been disman-

tled before that. 
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The area of the city at the end of the 

British Mandate period was about 

3,890 dunums, or approximately 4 

km2. Most of this space included 

residential buildings, the commer-

cial center of the city (the heart of 

the city) and its markets, clan 

courts, a magistrate's court, a mu-

nicipal house, a staff club, a hospi-

tal, a clinic, and two primary 

schools for boys and girls. It also 

included two mosques and two 

churches. 

 Under the Israeli occupation: 10/21/1948 was a black day in the history of Beersheba, as the Jews 

managed to occupy the city and force its residents to leave and replace them with Jewish immigrants. 

The first immigrants lived in abandoned Arab houses.  

The population of the city at the end of 1949 reached about 1,800 people, and the number soon in-

creased rapidly at the end of 1950 to 8,300 people.  

It reached 25,500 people in 1956, 43,516 people in 1961, 74,500 people in 1969 and 90,400 people 

in 1973, while in 2001 it reached 176,000 people. 

It is natural for Beersheba to expand and extend its urban growth horizontally and vertically due to 

the rapid growth of its population. The city‟s land area doubled after large suburbs were established, 

extending from the north and northwest, and this area reached 48,000 acres in 1967. 

Landmarks: 

The city has an important cultural asset in view of the events it experienced and the succession of 

countries and civilizations to its rule, and among the landmarks that still exist: the ruins of the old 

city, the Great Mosque built by the Ottomans 

before it was used with the early fifties of the 

last century as a museum for the history of 

the city, in addition to the “Serail”. It is the 

Ottoman governor's building and train sta-

tion. 

UNESCO declared the ruins of the ancient 

city of Beersheba a World Heritage site in 

2005, after they were found in archaeologi-

cal excavations northeast of the city. 
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Traditional Palestinian Games 

(2) 

The Palestinian heritage and folklore is varied and original, as it is a historical reference that has 

been inherited across thousands of years, a heritage rooted into Palestinian grounds that describes 

what the land says, produces melodies and rhymes that run in Palestinian blood and inscribes the 

uniqueness of our people and the title of immortal glory on the chapters of history. 

8 

Folklore is our national identity, and 

heritage games are an important part of 

it, and heritage games are still prac-

ticed, despite the dominance of elec-

tronic and computer games over popu-

lar games. 

In the previous issue, we talked about 

the importance of Palestinian folk 

games and the way the lottery is con-

ducted. We also talked about some 

games, and we knew that some of them 

are seasonal and others are played at 

any time of the year. For example, the 

kite game is played in the summer and 

spring, and the hopscotch game is the 

appropriate season for practicing it is 

spring in the morning or evening. In 

this issue, we will talk about the rest of 

the Palestinian popular games. 

Ruler and executioner game 
 
It is played by children and adults by sitting together on mats in a circle in the yard. Three pieces of 

paper are prepared in a square shape and the children write words like a thief, ruler, and executioner on 

the cards. The game starts with a toss to see who starts throwing the cards first. Then the one who wins 

in the toss will throw the cards up, then they will selecting the cards randomly. The ruler determines 

the type of beating and says light, medium, or “from the bottom” meaning the painful beating. 

This game creates funny and joyful moments due to hilarious but painful beatings which also promotes 

in strengthening their friendship. 
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Bee and wasp game 
 
This game consists of two children or 

two-person who stand close to each oth-

er back to back, letting each of them 

have both hands backward and in an 

artistic way to intertwine at the point of 

the arms. They start playing by spinning 

in a circle when one of them raises the 

other on his back, he repeats, “I am the 

bee,” then his teammate goes down to 

the ground so that the other raises him 

on his back and says, “I am the wasp.” 

And he takes it down a second time to 

be carried by his teammate while re-

peating “To Istanbul.” 

 
Al-Hjelle ( hopscotch) game 
 
It is only played by girls. The girls draw a castle on the sand, interspersed with circles and squares, 

and they throw the stone on the first square and then jump. This game is considered one of the very 

popular games in Palestine. These games let children use their creativity while nurturing their im-

agination, physical and emotional strength, and proficiency in skills. It is because of these games 

children at a very young age interact and engage in the world around them. These games also re-

flect Palestine‟s cultural heritage and try to preserve it for further generations. 

alul 
 
The name may seem a little bizarre but this could 

be the most famous traditional game among chil-

dren.  

It is played in the winter and has many variations 

with different rules. The game is played using 

two fingers: index and thumb. It has a similar 

strategy to pool.  

The balls have different colours and every colour 

has a value, so by hitting a ball with yours you 

win that amount of points. 
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Fisherman 
 
A raucous game and very entertaining for 

both playing and watching. The game is 

played with hands and a ball, the ball 

should not touch anyone‟s feet, or he will 

be out. The ball should stay on the ground. 

Edrees 
 
For puzzles lovers, this is the one. The 

game needs concentration and wit. The 

game contains nine squares and three 

matches or pins (it does not matter) for 

every player. It‟s played by two people 

and each player has one move at a time. 

When one manages to organise his ele-

ments vertically or horizontally, he wins. 

The Confused Dog 
 
A game played with a football. The play-

ers choose someone to be in the centre and 

they keep dodging him until he takes the 

ball, when he does, the player who lost the 

ball goes in the centre. 

Arms pulling 
This might just be the most aggressive game in Palestine and is not recommended for the faint-

hearted! Brave players split into two teams, line up and start pulling each other by the arms. If some-

one is pulled over onto the other team‟s side then his team must battle to rescue him. Maybe don‟t try 

this one at home. 

 

Hajla 
This is the most famous game among girls just like Jalul is for boys. A combination of fitness and wit 

is applied in this game. Girls first draw a column with squares on the floor and then they grab a stone. 

The player will kick the stone and the last square the stone stops will be her score. The further the 

square, the higher the score, unless it goes too far and off the end of the column. 

 

Chairs Changing 
It‟s similar to the mannequin challenge because there is a neutral person (selected). They say „change 

chairs‟ and everyone has to change their chairs. Every time a chair is removed and the one who is left 

without a chair is out. 
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Khaled Muhammad al-Hasan was born in Haifa 

in 1928, the eldest of six children to a prominent 

Sunni Muslim family during the British PALES-

TINE MANDATE. Employed by the British 

military at the end of the Mandate, he was evac-

uated to the Sinai peninsula in May 1948. The 

following year, he rejoined his family in Sidon, 

Lebanon, where they had been forced into exile. 

In 1950 he moved to Damascus, where he 

worked as a private tutor until his arrest for in-

volvement in Islamist politics. 

A1-Hasan left Syria in 1952 for KUWAIT, 

where he would continue to reside until the 

GULF CRISIS, 1990-1991.  

The following year, he joined the civil service as 

a typist at the Kuwait Development Board. He 

was in rapid succession promoted to the position 

of assistant general-secretary, then to that of as-

sistant general-secretary of the Planning Board, 

and finally to the key position of general secretary of the Municipal Council Board. 

Because of his major role in the development of Kuwait, he was one of the few Palestinians to ac-

quire Kuwaiti citizenship.  

It was in Kuwait that al-Hasan first met YASIR ARAFAT and KHALIL AL-WAZIR (Abu Jihad) 

and formed part of the core of Fatah, he was member of its Central Committee (and ex officio of its 

subsequently established Revolutionary Council) from the outset until his death; he led the faction 

that insisted on a collective rather than individualistic leadership and opposed a premature initiation 

of military operations.  

After Fatah assumed control of the PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO) in 1968-

69, al-Hasan served on its Executive Committee from 1969 to 1973, when he was also the director 

of the PLO's Political Department.  

Khaled al-Hasan (1928-1994) 
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He thereafter filled the post of chairman 

of the Foreign Relations Committee of 

the PALESTINE NATIONAL COUN-

CIL (PNC) until his death. No less im-

portantly, al-Hasan in 1969 forged Fa-

tah's first official links with Saudi Ara-

bia, and within Fatah thereafter consist-

ently advocated coordination with Saudi 

policy and a crucial link between the 

movement and the Gulf monarchies. 

A senior adviser to Arafat throughout 

the 1970s and 1980s despite their differ-

ences, and addition ally an early convert 

to the concept of a negotiated settlement 

of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

al-Hasan during this period often served 

as a roving ambassador and trouble-

shooter for the PLO and used his con-

siderable diplomatic and public rela-

tions skills to spearhead its diplomatic 

offensive in the West. Al-Hasan early 

emerged as the leading conservative with-

in Fatah (and therefore the PLO).  

His opposition to a 1973 PNC resolution to overthrow the Jordanian monarchy led him to resign 

from the PLO Executive Committee, and in 1990 he definitively broke with Arafat because of the 

PLO chair's costly embrace of the Iraqi leader, Saddam Husayn.  

Stripped of his Kuwaiti citizenship after the GULF CRISIS, 1990-1991, nevertheless, al-Hasan 

moved to Morocco, from where he launched an unsuccessful challenge against Arafat. 

Although al-Hasan rose to international prominence as a voice of Palestinian moderation, he con-

demned the September 13, 1993, Israeli-Palestinian Declaration of Principles on Interim Self Gov-

ernment Arrangements as a violation of internationally recognized Palestinian national rights that 

could not serve as a basis for a just peace, and that had furthermore not been submitted to the PNC 

for debate and ratification. He died of cancer on October 8, 1994. 

In addition to numerous interviews and press statements, al-Hasan published several booklets in 

Arabic as well as one in English setting out his views on a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict. 
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PNC member and active member of the General 

Union of Palestinian Writers and Journalists 

Majid Abu Sharar was a Palestinian thinker, writer 

and politician, he was born in Dura, near Hebron, in 

1936; received his elementary and preparatory 

school education in Gaza (where his father had 

moved with the Egyptian forces as part of Al-Jihad 

Al-Muqaddas in the 1940s and was working as a 

Judge); received a Law degree from Alexandria 

University in Cairo in 1958; became a Muslim 

Brotherhood member; returned to Dura, then moved 

to Jordan, where he worked first as teacher, then as 

school principal. 

 Since 1959, Abu Sharar worked as editor of Al-

Ayyam in Saudi Arabia, where he also joined Fateh 

in 1962; Fateh leader since 1966 and active in its 

Tanzim. 

He moved to Jordan following the 1967 War and worked with Fateh‟s Media Dept. under Kamal Ad-

wan and as editor-in-chief of the Fateh magazine. 

He served as Secertary General of the Fateh Revolutionary Council from Sept. 1971; became Direc-

tor of the PLO Information Depeatment following the assassination of Adwan in 1973; in charge of 

the media and the operations section in the PLO; PNC member; was elected to the Fateh Central 

Committee in May 1980; active member of the General Union of Palestinian Writers and Journalists 

since 1972; played a role in the dialogue between Fateh and other factions. 

Majed Abu Sharar influenced generations of Palestinians through his political insight and avant-

garde vision and thoughts. He believed in free speech and the power of media in changing public 

opinion.  

As the head of the unified Media Department in the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), he 

worked towards establishing an up-to-date media department addressing the Palestinian issue in a 

language that is common to the Western and Eastern audiences alike. 

Abu Sharar was killed by an explosion in his hotel room on a visit to an international Palestinian soli-

darity conference in Rome on the eve of 9 Oct. 1981; was buried in Beirut. 

 

 

Majid Abu Sharar (1936-1981) 
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Wael Adel Zuaiter was a Palestini-

an translator. Zuaiter was born in 

Nablus in 1934, the son of Adel 

Zu'aiter. He went to Iraq and stud-

ied Arabic literature and philoso-

phy at the University of Baghdad.  

From a young age he was attached 

to philosophy and music, but at the 

same time he carried in his depths 

the seeds of revolution against so-

cial and class injustice. Shocked by 

the tragedy of Palestinian displace-

ment, he began to discover the way 

to Palestine and the people.  

 

He studied engineering for one year at the University of Baghdad, and in the middle of his second 

year he left the university, where he was expelled from Iraq as a result of his political activities, so 

he went to Kuwait to work in the survey department, then traveled to Germany and Italy. 

He joined the Fatah movement in the wake of the 1967 defeat, and the movement chose him to be 

accredited to it in Rome. Then he worked as a representative of the Liberation Organization in 

Rome. 

 

Zwaiter moved then to Libya and afterwards to Rome, where he was a PLO representative and 

worked as a translator for the Libyan embassy.  

In addition to his native Arabic, Zwaiter spoke French, Italian, and English. During his time in Ita-

ly, Zwaiter was in the process of translating One Thousand and One Nights from Arabic into Ital-

ian, but according to Emily Jacir, he never completed this. 

 

Zwaiter was held for questioning by Italian police in August 1972 in relation to a bombing by the 

group Black September against an oil refinery, but was later released.  

 When he returned to his apartment building on the night of 16 October 1972, he was killed by two 

Israeli agents who shot him 11 times. 

 

Wael Zuaiter (1934-1972) 

 



14 

 

Emile Habibi (1921-1996) 
 

Emile Habibi was born in Haifa to a Protestant family. His father, Shuk-

ri, was originally from the town of Shafa Amr near Haifa.  He attended 

the Government Elementary School in Haifa and the Burj Secondary 

School in Acre. He completed his secondary school education at a Scot-

tish missionary school called St. Luke‟s in Haifa in 1939. 

As a result of the Great Palestinian Rebellion in 1936–39, his political 

awareness began to grow and in 1940 he joined the Palestine Com-

munist Party. 

Habibi held many jobs. He worked for a time at the Haifa Oil Refinery 

and tried to pursue a degree by correspondence at London University. 

In 1940, he moved to Jerusalem to work as an announcer on Jerusalem 

Radio. In 1943 he resigned that job to devote himself to the party, be-

coming secretary of the Palestine Communist Party in Haifa. 

He was a prominent member of the League of Arab Intellectuals found-

ed in 1941 and contributed to its magazine, al-Ghadd. 

In 1944, and following the split between Arabs and Jews inside the Communist Party of Mandate Palestine, 

Habibi was a founder of the National Liberation League in Palestine, which included in its membership most 

of the Arab communists in Palestine who had split from the existing Communist Party. In May 1944, he con-

tributed to the founding of the weekly, al-Ittihad. 

In 1946, he joined other Arab intellectuals in producing a weekly magazine called al-Mihmaz, which circulat-

ed widely in Palestine, Transjordan, and Iraq; it was short-lived. 

During the Nakba of 1948, Habibi (who had been residing in Ramallah) was able to move back to Haifa, 

which the Israeli forces had already occupied. By the end of September 1948, he played a prominent role in 

getting the Arab members of the National Liberation League who had remained in what had become Israel to 

join the Israeli Communist Party. 

Between 1972 and 1977, Habibi was editor of the weekly al-Ittihad, published in Arabic by the Communist 

Party and in which he wrote a weekly column signed “Juhaina.” He was also a member of the editorial board 

of the magazine al-Jadid. 

The party leadership sent him to Prague in 1977 to represent the party on the editorial board of a magazine 

 



15 

 

called Problems of Peace and Socialism, issued by communist parties; he remained there until 1980. Upon 

his return, Habibi once again assumed editorship of the al-Ittihad, which he succeeded in transforming into 

a daily in 1983. 

Habibi continued to hold party posts in the central committee and the political bureau and the editorship 

of al-Ittihad until a dispute broke out between him and his comrades in early 1989 on the position to be 

adopted regarding the policy of perestroika (restructuring) advocated by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 

which Habibi strongly supported. As a result of this rift, a decision was taken to relieve him of his position 

as editor of al-Ittihad. Habibi responded on 8 May of the same year by resigning from all of his party posts. 

In August 1991, he announced his final withdrawal from the Israeli Communist Party and said he would 

devote himself to his literary work. 

Between the 1940s and 1968, Habibi published several stories; his first novel The Sextet of the Six 

Days, published in 1968, aroused the interest of Arab authors and critics. He won wide renown in 1974 

when his second novel The Strange Circumstances Surrounding the Disappearance of Sa‘id Abu’l Nahs, 

the Pessoptimist, which some critics considered “a rare literary achievement opening a new horizon for the 

Arab novel.” 

In 1995, Habibi published a literary 

monthly called Masharif, which was pub-

lished simultaneously in Haifa and 

Ramallah, affirming the unity between 

the two Palestinian cultural spheres. 

Emile Habibi was awarded several Arab 

and international prizes and several deco-

rations including the Jerusalem Medal for 

Culture, Arts and Literature by the PLO 

in 1990. Two years later, the Israeli gov-

ernment awarded him the Israel Prize in 

Literature at an official ceremony.   

His acceptance of that prize caused a huge row in Palestinian and Arab cultural circles. Habibi donated the 

prize amount to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society to treat the wounded from the first Palestinian intifa-

da. In addition to his active political involvement in the Communist Party, Emile Habibi is considered 

among the most prominent Palestinian and Arab novelists.  

His literary works are distinguished by a sarcastic irony, which serves to protect the self from its own weak-

ness. In both the Arabic and world literary traditions, Habibi found an endless source of inspiration. His 

works have been translated into many languages including Russian, English, French, German, and Hebrew. 

His novel, The Pessoptimist, which won sixth place in a classification of the best one hundred Arabic nov-

els done by the Union of Arab Authors in Damascus, was translated into sixteen European and non-

European languages. In 1991, Habibi was chosen as the most important author in the Arab world by the Ar-

abic magazine al-Majalla, published in London. 

Emile Habibi died on 2 May 1996 in  Nazareth and was buried in Haifa in accordance with his will; as he 

had instructed, his tombstone bore the words “I stayed in Haifa.” 
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Al-Swafer 

 

 

Al-Nakba was marked by the destruction of Palestinian villages and the exodus of over than million Palestini-

ans. Historical records confirm that in 1947 Palestine comprised more than 900 Palestinian villages. More than 

400 villages as well as their houses and buildings were destroyed in its entirety or partially– by Zionist gangs 

as part of a programmed plan of destroyed villagesuprooting native Palestinians from their homeland, Pales-

tine, and breaking new ground for a bizarre colonial project called Israel, which the days of its first stage were 

closing in on that awful year of 1948.  

The Israelis wiped off all these destroyed villages of the map. Mayor urban centers exclusive for Palestinians 

such as Nazareth, Baysan, Beersheba, Acre, Ramla, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa and many others were depopulated 

and in their places Israeli settlements were built.. 

The word al-swafer is a 

name for the beautiful Pales-

tinian city of Shafir 

(meaning the land of val-

leys), located in the coastal 

plain. Most of the buildings 

in these villages are made of 

mud, and a few are stone.  

The name of three villages 

located north-east of Gaza, 

at a distance between 40 and 

42 km, which are Al-Sawafir 

Al-Sharqi, Al-Sawafir Al-

Gharbi and Al-Sawafir Al-

Shamal.  

These villages form the corners of a right-angled triangle in the western al-Sawafir, and the 

eastern and western al-Sawafir are located on the al-Majdal-Jaffa road. 
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The three al – Sawafir villages shared a school with about 280 pupils in the mid 1940s. The 

village lands spanned 7,523 dunams. Agriculture, which was mainly rainfed, was the major 

income source.  Along with cereals, citrus fruits grapes and apricots were planted. 

The three villages were built on the land of the coastal plain at an altitude of about 50 m 

above sea level, and in a land that descends from the southeast to the northwest, gradually de-

scending. 

Al-Sawafir al-Shamaliyya 

 

Al-Sawafir al-Shamaliyya was a Palestinian Arab village in the Gaza Subdistrict, located 33 

kilometers (21 mi) northeast of Gaza situated along the southern coastal plain of Palestine 50 

meters (160 ft) above sea level. It had a population of 680 in 1945. Al-Sawafir al-Shamaliyya 

was depopulated in the Nakba 1948. 

Incorporated into the Otto-

man Empire in 1517 with 

the rest of Palestine, Al-

Sawafir al-Shamaliya ap-

pears in the 1596 tax records 

as Sawafir al-Halil. It was 

under the administration of 

the nahiya of Gaza, part of 

the Liwa of Gaza.  

Many of its houses were 

built of adobe, although few 

were made of stone. The res-

idents were Muslim, and the 

village had its own mosque, 

but shared a school with the 

neighboring villages of al-

Sawafir al-Gharbiyya and al

-Sawafir al-Sharqiyya. The 

number of students in the school was 280 in the mid-1940s. Agriculture was the mainstay of 

the economy, and grain, citrus, grapes, and apricots were grown. 

Al-Sawafir al-Shamaliyya was captured by the Haganah in Operation Barak on 10 May 

1948.Its residents may have been pushed out by the attack on Bayt Daras which was preceded 
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by a mortar attack, but it's more likely that the village was depopulated on the attack of the 

village itself. 

A few vacant houses and segments of houses, standing amidst wild vegetation, mark the site. 

One of them has a covered porch supported on two columns. An old village road is also iden-

tifiable, and cactuses and fig trees grow on the site. 

al-Sawafir al-Sharqiyya 

 

The village was located on  the eastern coastal plain just south of the main road to al –Majdal 

and Gaza (to the southwest) and Ramla and Jerusalem (to the northeast). The adjectival al-

Sharkiyya (eastern) distinguished it from the other two villages with the same name. Together 

the three villages formed a right-angled triangle with a hypotenuse running northwest to 

southeast. 

A register from 1596 showed that the village 

paid taxes to Gaza on vineyards as well as a 

number of other crops. In the late 19-th century 

it had several small gardens and wells. 

787people populated the village in 1931 living 

in 148 houses, most of which were built of ado-

be bricks' some of stone. The population had 

grown to 970 in 1944-45, all of them Muslim. 

There was a mosque in the village, while the 

school was shared with its two neighbors. 

The economic basis of the village was agricul-

ture, mainly rainfed cereal fields (11,821 dunums) Citrus ,bananas,  grapes and apricots, part-

ly irrigated were also grown (930  dunums). 

Like its two sister  villages Sawafir al-Sharkiyya was occupied by the Givati brigade during 

the second stage of operation Barak between May 9-th to 18-th. According to Benny Morris 

most residents had fled before Israeli troops marched in although some were probably ex-

pelled. 

En Tzurim and Shafir were built on village site in 1949 and Zerachya in 1950. In 1954 Nir 

Banim was established farther to the east. 
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No houses remain on the site. New buildings stand on the spot where the Mosque used  to be. 

In the surroundings a building for a water pump in one of the orchards remained along with a 

couple of trees. 

al-Sawafir al-Gharbiyya 

 

The village stood on the 

coastal plain, 30 km north-

east of Gaza. It is called al- 

Gharbiyya (the western) as 

it was situated to the west 

of the two other villages 

with the same name al-

Sawafir. 

Pillars and similar rem-

nants found in the village 

hint at an ancient popula-

tion n the site .  

In 1596 its population amounted to 234 people which increased to 723 in 1931. They lived in 

134 houses, most of which were built of mud and adobe bricks, although some where built of 

stone. 1030 people, all Muslim  lived in the village In 1945. The village had a mosque, a 

shrine dedicated to Shaykh al-Baz and a police station. 

The village fell in the early stages of operation Barak, which was launched on May 9-th 1948 

in order to cleanse the south western area under control of Hagana troops before May 15.  

It seems that the village was abandoned during attacks on the neighboring Beit Daras on May 

10-th or Sawafir al-Sharqieh on May 18-th. The village itself may also have been attacked on 

this day. 

Merkaz Shapira founded in 1948 and Kibbutz Massu'ot Yitzhak in 1949 are the two Israeli 

settlements on village lands. 

All of the village houses are gone. Some cactuses fig and sycamore trees grow on the site. An 

old village road is clearly visible. 

The cemetery is overgrown with wild vegetation. One can see the debris of what appears to 

have been the water-pump building in the al-Baz orchard. The adjacent lands are cultivated 

by Israeli farmers. 
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(September) 

 

The Kafr Qasim massacre differs from other massacres that Israel committed against the Pal-

estinian people since 1948, the scene of the crime was a Palestinian village within the state‟s 

territory.  The massacre occurred the day the Tripartite Aggression was launched against 

Egypt, but the site of the incident was quite far from the battlefront in the Gaza Strip and Si-

nai Peninsula. Border policemen massacred villagers on orders from Israeli military com-

manders, who imposed a sudden curfew on residents – including people returning home from 

work, who could not have known the ban had already gone into effect.  

Kafr Qasim lies in the southern portion of the land that Jordan surrendered to Israel in the 

wake of the armistice agreement signed in Rhodes in April 1949. Referred to as the “Little 

Triangle,” the area spreads from Kafr Qasim in the south all the way to Umm al-Fahm and its 

sister villages in the north.  

On Monday, 29 October 1956,the Israeli government and military decided to impose a curfew 

on the Arab villages near the border with Jordan. At 4:30 p.m. that day, a border police ser-

Kafr Qasim massacre  

 

9 October 1956 
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geant informed the mayor of the village of Kafr Qasim that a curfew would be imposed start-

ing at 5 p.m. that evening. Hundreds of villagers who had left home in the morning to go to 

work had no way of knowing about the curfew until they returned home. The soldiers tasked 

with carrying out the order in Kafr Qasim were informed that they “should shoot to kill at 

any person seen outside their home after 17:00, making no distinction between men, women, 

children and those returning from outside the village.” When villagers returned to their 

homes after 5 p.m., border police stopped them on the western side of the village. Soldiers 

made them get out of their vehicles and cars, or off their bicycles, and began shooting at them 

at close range. They killed forty-three residents of Kafr Qasim (including children) in cold 

blood in just one hour.  

When the Israeli govern-

ment and military command 

learned that such a huge 

number of villagers had 

been killed, including men, 

women, and children, they 

used a variety of tactics to 

attempt to cover up the hor-

rific massacre.  

 The trial and imprisonment 

of the perpetrators of the 

Kafr Qasim massacre creat-

ed a legal precedent.  

But consequences for Israe-

lis remained minimal. By 

1960, all the soldiers had been released from prison after their sentences were reduced or 

they had received pardons. Members of the cabinet, including the prime minister, expressed 

solidarity with the killers, and “compensated them” for their time in prison by giving them 

official appointments, including to positions of responsibility over Arab citizens in the city of 

Lydda and elsewhere.  

For Palestinians, the murder of dozens of innocent people in Kafr Qasim stirred memories of 

Deir Yasin and other massacres that were carried out during the ethnic cleansing in the year 

of the Nakba. In the eyes of some it was worse than the massacres perpetrated in 1948, be-

cause it was carried out by state actors (border police) against citizens, under military orders 

they received from their commanders, in an area in which no hostilities were taking place. 
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On Tuesday, October 1, 1985, a 

unit of Israeli air force warfare 

aircraft (numbered between six 

and eight aircraft) propelled an 

air raid on Hamamnt Chat. The 

suburb was the main headquar-

ters of several offices of the Pal-

estine Liberation Organization 

(PLO) facilities were destroyed 

in less than 10 minutes of the air 

raid.  There were several offices 

of the Palestine Liberation Or-

ganization (PLO): the office of President Yasser Arafat, his own house, the office of Force 17 

of the Presidential Guard, the military administration that kept the archives of the Palestinian 

revolution fighters, the financial administration and some of Abu Ammar's staff houses and 

the employees in the PLO institutions. All of these offices were demolished in less than 10 

minutes. 

The raids were intended to target the then Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, though he was 

not present at the time. In his testimony on that period, Taher al-Sheikh, the head of the office 

of the Palestinian News & Info Agency, WAFA, in Tunisia, said that "The Israeli Air Force 

officers, led by Amos Lapidot and accompanied by Mossad agents led by Nahum Admoni, 

were preparing to open champagne bottles in Tel Aviv and drink toasts to celebrate their vic-

tory in the massacre, until they were disappointingly surprised by Arafat's sudden appearance 

on TV channels, standing on the ashes of his destroyed house and threatening Israel with a 

harsh counterattack. The occupation learned through its spies that the Palestinian leadership 

was about to host a large and important meeting in the security office in Hammam Chott at 

9.30am on Tuesday, October 1, 1985. Therefore, the occupation prepared its forces to attack 

the meeting and to destroy what it could not break during the occupation and the siege of Bei-

rut for 88 days in the summer of 1982. 

The leadership invited its officers and leaders in Algeria, Tunisia and Yemen to join the meet-

ing. On the meeting day, in the morning, Yasser Arafat was walking along the beach, and at 

9:00 am his military office manager told him to postpone the meeting because a number of 

senior officers could not arrive to Tunisia because of flight bookings. Therefore, the meeting 

was postponed until the evening. 

Hammam al-Shatt Massacre  

 

1 October 1985 
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October 8, 1990 marks the 31st anniversary of the Al-Aqsa Mosque massacre, which was 

committed by the Israeli occupation forces. On Monday, October 8, 1990, and just before the 

noon prayer, the settlers of the "Temple Mount Trustees" group attempted to lay the founda-

tion stone for the alleged Third Temple in Al-Aqsa Mosque, but thousands of worshipers con-

fronted them. The occupation soldiers intervened and opened fire randomly towards the wor-

shipers in the mosque. The soldiers and settlers rained live ammunition on the crowds of wor-

shipers continuously from machine gun fire.  

Thousands of worshipers 

of different ages found 

themselves in the trap of 

mass death, and the shoot-

ing did not stop for 35 

minutes at the worshipers. 

This massacre resulted in 

the death of 21 martyrs, 

the injury of more than 

200 others, and the arrest 

of 270 others, as the occu-

pation impeded the move-

ment of ambulances. Half an hour before the massacre, the occupation forces placed military 

checkpoints on all roads leading to Al-Aqsa Mosque, to prevent worshipers from reaching the 

place, but the worshipers had gathered in the mosque hours before that time, in response to 

the calls that were made from inside the mosque.   

The occupation soldiers remained in the squares, and prevented the evacuation of the bodies 

of the martyrs and the wounded, until six hours after the start of the massacre. A few days be-

fore the massacre, the occupation authorities distributed a statement calling on the Jews to 

participate in a march to Al-Aqsa Mosque, on the occasion of the “Throne Day.” This was fol-

lowed by a statement by the extremist Gershon Salmon in which he said: “The Jews must re-

new their deep relations with the holy region.” The Jews closed the Mughrabi Gate after the 

massacre, claiming that the entry of Muslims from it would endanger their lives. 

Despite the passage of 30 years since the massacre, the occupation still continues to commit 

crimes and attacks against the city of Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque in various forms and 

methods, through daily incursions, arrests, deportations, and the pursuit of its guards with the 

aim of emptying it of Muslims, in addition to excavations and Judaization projects against it. 

Al-Aqsa Massacre 

 

8 October 1990 
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Today, Friday, marks the 44th anniversary of the victory 

of the big sister Egypt over Israel, in the "Glorious Octo-

ber" war. 

In this war (6 October 1973), the Egyptian Air Force re-

gained all the capabilities and prestige it had lost in the 

1956 and 1967 wars, and paved the way for the armed 

forces (the army) and the support forces that came from 

the Palestinian revolution and some neighboring countries 

to achieve victory. 

This battle (the October 6 victory) bears great strategic 

and moral dimensions for the Egyptians in particular and 

the Arab nation in general, because the victory reduced the 

effects of the heavy defeat in June 1967, and ended the 

myth of "Israel is unbeatable." 

This battle, which is also called (the victory of the tenth of 

Ramadan), caused a state of public shock in Israel; Be-

cause it was surprising in its timing, events and impact, and the Middle East region is no 

longer the same as it was before it. The Egyptian armed forces survived the heroic fighting on 

the Sinai front, in which the men fought several fierce battles with the enemy, breaking suc-

cessive waves of counter-attack by the enemy and pushing a group of its armored brigades in 

desperate attempts to stop the advance of Egypt's soldiers. 

The glorious October war   

 

The support of the Palestinian revolution forces : 

 

 

 

The Egyptian forces were not left alone in 

this battle, the Syrian forces supported 

them. The Palestinian revolution forces 

and the Palestinian National Liberation 

Army also participated in the fighting 

fronts in the Sinai and the Golan, in addi-

tion to southern Lebanon, where they uni-

laterally opened a front to fight Israel 

from there. The battle of "Tal al-Fars", which lasted for eight hours, is one of the important 

battles waged by the units of the Palestinian revolution. On October 7, 1973, a unit of the Lib-

eration Army, carried by four helicopters, managed to land over "Tal al-Fars", which is located 

18 km south of Quneitra and overlooks the roads in the area due to its height of about 100 me-

ters relative to its surroundings. Landing over the hill and liberating it after the enemy lost 

about 60 soldiers. 

6 October 1973 
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White Paper (Passfield) of 1930 Is Published 

 

On 20 OCTOBER 1930, British Colonial Secretary Lord Passfield issues a White Paper, con-

firming the views expressed in the John Hope-Simpson and Shaw Commission reports, as-

serting that "in estimating the absorptive capacity of Palestine at any time, account should be 

taken of Arab as well as Jewish unemployment in determining the rate at which immigration 

should be permitted." The White Paper affirms that "a more methodical agricultural develop-

ment is called for with the object of ensuring a better use of the land" and proposes the estab-

lishment of a Legislative Council that would "avoid the repetition of the deadlock which oc-

curred in 1923." 

 

The "International Parliamentarian Congress of Arab and Islamic 

Countries in Support of Palestine" Is Held in Cairo 

 

During the period 7 OCTOBER 1938 - 11 OCTOBER 1938, Upon the suggestion of the 

AHC and the invitation of the Egyptian parliament, members of Arab parliaments (Egypt, 

Iraq, Syria, Lebanon) and representatives of Islamic institutions from India, China, Yemen, 

Morocco, and Palestine meet in Cairo. The congress rejects the partition of Palestine and the 

continuation of Jewish immigration. It demands "the establishment of a national constitution-

al goverment with an Parliament elected on the basis of proportional representation of Arabs 

and Jews, and the conclusion of a treaty of alliance and friendship between England and Pal-

estine that puts an end to the Mandate." The congress demands also "a general amnesty for 

those accused and convicted in the events of the Palestinian Revolution."  

 

Decleration of independence over the whole of Palestine 

 

On 1 October, 1948, The independence of all of Palestine was announced. Which borders 

it to the north, Syria, Lebanon, eastern Jordan, the west of the Mediterranean, and southern 

Egypt. It was a fully independence and the establishment of a free, democratic and sover-

eign state in which they enjoy their freedoms and rights along with the neighborhood Arab 

countries, will go together in building Arab glory and serving human civilization, inspired 

by the spirit of the nation and its glorious history, determined to Maintaining its independ-

ence and defending it. 

21 October 1930 

7 October 1938 

 1 October 1948 
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The First Palestinian female Jailed In Israel, Fatima Bernawi 

UNESCO votes to admit Palestine as full member 

 

The United Nations‟ cultural agency granted the Palestinians full membership on 31 Octo-

ber, 2011, a step forward in their long-running efforts to achieve recognition before the 

world as an independent state. The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Or-

ganization (UNESCO) became the first U.N. agency to welcome the Palestinians as a full 

member. A huge cheer erupted in UNESCO‟s General Assembly after the vote, which 

marks a symbolic victory for Palestinians in the complex diplomacy that surrounds their 

collective status and relations with foreign powers. UNESCO‟s General Conference, the 

agency‟s highest ruling body, took the decision by a vote of 107 in favour to 14 against, 

with 52 abstentions. 

31 October 2011 

14 October 1976 

She was the first female prisoner in Israeli jails, she 

was born in Jerusalem in 1939. She was arrested by 

Israeli soldiers for the attempt bombing incident oc-

curred in October 1967, Though sentenced to life in 

prison, Bernawi was released after 10 years and re-

turned to Fatah movement. On 28 May 2015, Presi-

dent Mahmoud „Abbas awards Medal of honor to 

Fatima Bernawi ahead of Palestinian Prisoners Day. 
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Noah Ibrahim (1913 - October 28, 1938), nicknamed "the 

popular poet of the 1936 revolution" and "the student of al-

Qassam", is a Palestinian popular poet, singer, composer 

and activist, born in Haifa in Palestine. He wrote poetry 

from an early age. 

Noah was born in the Wadi Nisnas neighborhood in the city 

of Haifa in house No. 30, from a Palestinian father who 

worked in the Haifa municipality. The poet Noah Ibrahim 

expressed the sentiments of his people in a smooth manner, 

in an easy and understandable lyrical language, close to or-

dinary speech, and carrying within it the love of the home-

land, calling for its defense, and urging people to revolution. His poetry represented the be-

ginning of the golden age of Palestinian folk poetry, and he carried with his contemporaries 

of popular poets the concern of Palestinian society, and its revolutionary resistance against 

the British occupation and Zionist settlement in the thirties of the last century.  

Noah Ibrahim composed a large number of songs and poems The popularity of various Pal-

estinian and Arab national and political issues and events in that period, and his songs be-

came widely known, and his songs cylinders spread all over Palestine, so he turned a lot of 

his poetry into chants on people‟s mouths in marches and demonstrations, and some of his 

songs are still circulating today. Nuh was martyred when he was 25 years old after joining 

the revolution with his weapon, writings, and voice. While he was going to visit his rela-

tives in the village of Majd al-Krum, accompanied by three of his comrades. They were on 

their way to the village of Tamra, where the British were fortifying the mountain. They no-

ticed these horsemen, and kept an eye on their movement, and as they went up from a deep 

valley to the lands of Kabul to the village of Kaukab Abu Al-Hija, Galilee. The Englishmen 

set for them a trap near Khirbet Dumaida. In a woody place called Al-Sanibah near Tamra 

Nuh and his companions got off their horses to rest a little, but the Britain military force 

surprised them supported by squadrons of RAF aircraft. While they were about to leave, 

Nuh died with each of his three comrades: Muhammad Khader Qeblawi, Izz al-Din 

Khalayleh, and Abu Raad (among the Syrians who volunteered in the revolution). This inci-

dent took place on Friday the evening of the first day of Ramadan in 10/28/1938. The Brit-

ish threw their bodies in a well, then the people of Tamra came and carried the bodies of the 

martyrs and they buried them in Tamra, in an old cemetery in the town. A memorial was 

erected for them in the village in 1986. 

Remembering the poet Noah Ibrahim  

 

28  October 1938 
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