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This is the 8th issue of the Roots bulletin which is 

issued each month. April in Palestine is associated 

with a series of memories and events that docu-

mented in Palestinian memory. In this issue of the 

Roots bulletin, we are going to talk about city of 

Nablus, the important events that happened in April 

including the Great Palestinian revolt (1936-1939), 

Deir Yassin Massacre1948 and the most important 

events, in addition to our martyrs in April including 

the martyr Abu Jihad and Abdel Qader Al-Husseini. 

Moreover, we are going to talk about the destroyed 

village Deir Yassin, the Palestinian officer Ahmad 

Hilmi Abdelbaqi Pasha, and the Palestinian prov-

erbs as a part of Palestinian heritage. 

Nablus (Shekem) was known as a prominent and 

prosperous commercial center even during the Ca-

naanites era in 2500 BC. Today, and after more than 

twenty centuries past since it was ruled by the Roman 

Emperors, Nablus is considered one of the basic pil-

lars for Palestinian economy, due to the diversity of 

goods and commodities produced by hundreds of fac-

tories and crafts workshops based in the city, of which 

exported to both national and international destina-

tions. Nablus City is situated 69 kilometers north of 

Jerusalem and 42 kilometers east of the Mediterranean 

Sea. It lies in a spacious valley between two moun-

tains, Mount Ebal, 940m above sea level on the north, 

and Mount Gerizim, 870m above sea level on the 

south. It was Founded by the Roman Emperor, Vespa-

sian in 72 CE as Flavia Neapolis, the city has been 

ruled by many empires over the course of its almost 

2,000-year-long history. In 636 CE, Neapolis, along 

with most of Palestine, came under the rule of the Is-

lamic Arab Caliphate of Umar Ibn al-Khattab; where 
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its name was changed to the Arabic name of Nablus. 

Nestled in a valley between two striking, arid mountains, 

Mount Jarzim and Mount Etal, Nablus is very much the 

nerve centre of the upper West Bank. This beautiful, an-

cient city – known as the uncrowned Queen of Palestine – 

is heaving with life, but not yet with tourism. Its most fa-

mous exports are olive oil, soap, cotton and carob. Nablus 

is a hotbed of Palestinian activism, tangible in the air as 

you navigate its heaving streets. Posters picturing martyrs, 

those who have died in the struggle against Israel, hang 

regularly on street corners alongside the Palestinian flag. 

This city conjures up a vivid picture of the heart of Pales-

tine. Nablus city is famous for a number of industries due 

to the big number of crafts workshops, and the quantities 

and qualities of its products; such as traditional soap, 

building stones, aluminum and furniture industries in addi-

tion to the fashion and food industries including olive oil, 

dairy, nuts and sweets. Over the prolonged history, Nablus 

was, and still, a major destination for scholars and students from different neighboring countries, who seek 

education in different fields of knowledge, particularly religious fields (Sharia). Within this environment, 

many Nabulsi scholars excelled in several areas of disciplines, made it gain high reputation in the Arab and 

Islamic world namely; Poet Ibrahim Touqan, Poet Fadwa Toukan, thinker Qadri Touqan and Master of Arab 

Translators Adel Zueiter. Despite the volatile events in Nablus in particular, and Palestine in general, 

throughout the past decades, the city enjoys an advanced position as a major destination for education, as it 

include a wide variety of educational institutions and academies.  Today, and after 2500 years passed, the city 

of Nablus is still vivid and rich in sev-

eral historic and archeological sites that 

enables it be a center of attraction at 

both national and global levels. Un-

doubtedly, visitors to the city can touch 

the civilization legacy belongs to differ-

ent nations settled in the city since 

many years past namely; Canaanites, 

Romans, and Byzantines. Tal Balata 

site hosts the Canaanites Shekem, and 

forms a basic source of information for 

researchers, historians and those con-

cerned with the Canaanite civilization 

in Nablus and in the region. Sabastia 

village is also wealthy with Byzantine 

and Roman archeological elements, be-

come an important historic reference 

for the entire Palestinian region. 

View Of Nablus City 1900 

 

Nablus, the largest city in the Occupied West Bank 
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 Nablus Soap Production  

Soap manufacturing in Nablus is an old tradi-

tional industry, back-dated to the fourth century. 

Structure of soap factories’ “Masaben”, produc-

tion process, and raw materials remain similar to 

that of the Ottoman period with slight improve-

ment. The number of Masaben in Nablus notice-

ably increased during the nineteenth century. 

However, many were hit by the 1927 earth-

quake, while others were demolished by Israeli 

incursions to the city like Kanaan soup factory, 

and led to the deterioration of this industry. Cur-

rently, only four soap factories are still function-

ing and produces this traditional product. 

The production of soap is a very old tradition in 

the Middle East: it is based primarily on the production of olive oil. At first a domestic production, the soap 

industry developed in urban centers: the most famous are Aleppo in Syria, Tripoli in Lebanon, and Nablus 

in Palestine. Throughout the Ottoman period, big families of the urban bourgeoisie acquired the main soap 

factories located in the city center of Nablus. In the nineteenth century, the soap industry became the domi-

nant economic sector of the city: owning a soap factory became a symbol of wealth, prestige, and urban be-

longing. The few Nablus soap factories that have remained operational follow more or less the same manu-

facturing process (except for some minor changes) that was developed two centuries ago.  

It is a five-step process—cooking, laying, cutting, drying, and packaging—supported by four different 

teams of workers. At the ground floor of the soap factory, olive 

oil (the main ingredient) mixed with caustic soda and water is 

placed in a large bowl (halla) and “cooked” for three days. (In 

the first half of the twentieth century, caustic soda, imported 

from Alexandria and Europe, replaced the qeli, a plant turned 

into ashes.) Under the tank, a boiler helps the process of saponi-

fication. Once the mixture is ready, the head of the team tastes 

the soap or crumbles it on his hand to check its texture.  

Then porters carry the mixture in buckets and pour it on a desig-

nated section of the first floor (mafrash), where it dries for a day 

before being shaped into small cubes, stamped with the brand of 

the soap factory, and cut by a team of three to four trained work-

ers. A day later, the same workers pile the pieces of soap into 

pyramids (tananir).  

The soap then dries for two to three months. Another team pack-

ages the soap, wrapping it in a paper with the brand of the soap 

factory.  These workers pack an average of 500 to 1,000 bars of 

soap per hour. After 1948, the market of historic Palestine 

 

The Soap Factory in Nablus 1940 

Nablus, stacked for Soap drying 1900 
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closed; so too did the Egyptian market. The East 

Bank of the Jordan River (Jordan) became the main 

market for Nablus soap. Soap producers were gradu-

ally forced to import olive oil from Syria and Leba-

non, and secondarily from Spain and Italy. 

Nablus soap is indeed a very local heritage that peo-

ple cherish because they are used to it, because they 

think olive oil is good for their skin, and because it 

reminds them of old and better times. It is difficult, 

however, to totally separate heritage from its political 

aspects.  It is as an image and symbol of Palestine. 

 
The Soap Factory Wrapping soap 1940 

 

 

In the heart of Nablus lies the old city consisting of eight major quarters: Yasmina, Qaryun, Aqaba, 

Qaysariyya, Habala, Faqous, Naser and Gharb. The old city is densely populated with 9000 inhabitants 

whereas Nablus district is populated with 389,328 inhabitants. 

There are two churches, twelve mosques and a Samaritan synagogue in around the densely populated resi-

dential areas. The Old City is the home of several mosques and two Turkish baths (Al-Shifa and Al-Hana) 

as well as a number of historic monuments. Nablus’ rich history lies in its Old City with its distinct stone 

facades, beautiful architecture, narrow streets and old urban spaces. Nablus includes three refugee camps, 

eight towns and 43 villages. 

Tell Balata, identified with ancient Shechem, represents the earliest settlement in the Nablus area. It is lo-

cated at the eastern entrance of modernNablus, between Mount Ebaland Mount Gerizim.  Shechem was 

mentioned in the Egyptian Execration texts and the Khu-Sebek inscription from the 19th century B.C.  It 

Old Town of Nablus  
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was mentioned in the Amarna Letter 

in the 14th century BC as a major 

Canaanite centre ruled by Lab’aya. 

Shechem is mentioned several times 

in the Bible. The biblical traditions 

relate Abraham, Jacob and Joseph to 

the site. A series of excavations were 

carried out during the last century by 

the Austro-German Expedition, 1913

-1934, and the Joint American Expe-

dition, 1956, 1968-1969. The exca-

vations revealed the occupational 

history of the site. Evidence of Chal-

colithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hel-

lenistic and Roman remains were 

uncovered. Shechem was established 

as a small settlement during the 4th millennium, with an urban centre during the Middle Bronze Age II and 

Late Bronze Age. The city continued to be occupied during the Late Bronze and Iron Ages.  After a period of 

abandonment during the Iron Age, the city was re-occupied during the Hellenistic period. The Samaritan She-

chem was destroyed several times, then destroyed and fully abandoned during the early Roman period. The 

city then shifted to new site of Neapolis. Neapolis, thenew city, was founded in 72 AD by the Flavian Emper-

ors. The Roman city was built on the northern slope of Mount Gerizim, ca. two km west of Tell Balata. The 

city of Neapolis is depicted on the Madaba map in the 6th century AD. The modern name of Nablus is a cor-

ruption of the Greek name Neapolis. It was mentioned in the first city coins issued during the reign of Domi-

tian and during the regime of Marcus Aurelius. The city developed as a major centre in during the second cen-

tury AD.  

Major building projects were launched, including the hippo-

drome, the theatre and other public buildings. The Roman tem-

ple of Zeus was erected on Mount Gerizim during the reign of 

Antoninus Pius. During the reign of Philip the Arab, the city of 

Neapolis was raised to the status of a Roman colony: Colonia 

Flavia Iulia Sergia Neapolis. The city of Neapol is flourished 

during the Byzantine period and became the seat of a bishop. In 

the first half of the 7th century AD, the city was conquered by 

the Arabs. From the 10th century it was known as little Damas-

cus. Medieval Nablus, Crusader, Mamluk-Ayyubid and Ottoman 

Nablus occupied the site of Flavia Neapolis. The Old city was 

extensively damaged by a series of earthquakes. The expansion 

of the city outside the walls occurred at the end of the18th centu-

ry.  The old city consists of 7 quarters. It represents a distinctive 

example of traditional urban architecture in Palestine but it has 

suffered considerably in recent years as a result of the Israeli 

military incursions and destructions. 

 

An old Picture pf Nablus City 

Samaritan ink in Nablus in 1900 
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Sebastia Village  

Sebastia, identified with ancient Samaria, is the 

capital of the northern kingdom during the Iron 

Age II in Palestine and a major urban center 

during the Hellenistic and Roman periods.  

Samaria was captured by the Assyrians in 722 

BC during the reign of Sargun II. After the 

conquest, the city became the center of the As-

syrian province of Samaria. 

The excavations uncovered part of the city on 

the acropolis surrounded by two walls. Within 

this walled area, several buildings were uncov-

ered, consisting of a monumental building with 

square rooms and a central courtyard. This building probably functioned as part of the royal quarter.  One of 

the major discoveries in this building is the ivory collection that was found in one room. Under Persian rule 

Samaria remained a provincial capital for central Palestine. In 332 BC, Samaria was captured by Alexander 

the Great.  Massive fortification around the acropolis was added, including a circular tower. The city was 

completely destroyed by John Hyrcanus in 107 BC. 

During the Byzantine period, Sebaste was the seat of a bishop. The city was linked with the tradition of John 

the Baptist, whose tomb was located in the city by popular Christian and Islamic tradition. A Byzantine 

church was erected on the southern slope of the city and a Crusader church was built in the center of the pre-

sent town. The Mamluk, Ottoman and present town of Sebaste, still preserving the ancient name, is located 

on the eastern part of the Roman city, indicating a strong element of cultural continuity. 

The site of Sebaste-Samaria is located 10 km northwest of Nablus, and occupies a hill about 439 m above sea 

level. It is located on a strategic point on the junction of two main historical routes, the northern Nablus road 

to Jenin and the western route from the Jordan valley to the coast. It commands the surrounding fertile agri-

cultural area. 

 

East Roman Cemetery 

West Roman Cemetery 

Located to the west part of Nablus and was discovered in 1942 

BC, then was diminished to be discovered again in 1965. The 

cemetery embraces 3 chambers of which ground covered by a 

layer of mosaic with a front yard and it also contains a number of 

coffins referred to a rich family.   
East Cemetery 1914-1935 

Located to the west of Askar village and was discovered in 1980, 

however, archeological searches referred this site to the 3rd cen-

tury BC. The site consists of a rectangular chamber and it in-

cludes a number of stone coffins referred to a rich family.  
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Mount Gerizim, or Jebel at-Tor, is the sacred mountain of the Samaritans and has been so for thousands of 

years. It consists of three peaks: the main summit, a wide flat western hill, and Tell ar-Ras to the north. It 

has been traditionally identified as the sacred mountain upon which a blessing was delivered by divine de-

cree, a claim which, in Samaritan belief, overrides that of the rival Temple of Jerusalem. On the summit is a 

rock that the Samaritans believe was the place where Abraham was about to sacrifice his son Isaac. 

The Samaritans, now a small Palestinian community of 

only a few hundred people, believe that the temple on 

the mountaintop was the first temple built by Yosha’ 

Bin Noun in the Holy Land. Archaeologically, the tem-

ple discovered on the summit existed before the second 

century BC. It was apparently built near a considerable 

settlement area on the mountaintop, which archaeologi-

cal excavations have shown was occupied, not neces-

sarily continuously, during the Hellenistic, Roman, 

Byzantine, and Islamic periods. The archaeological re-

mains on the main summit consist of a large acropolis 

with paved temenos and massive fortifications with 

casemate walls and chamber gates, surrounded by a res-

idential quarter. The ruins probably represent the Sa-

maritan town during the Hellenistic period, destroyed 

by John Hyrcanus in 128 BC. In the early Roman peri-

od, the main summit seems to have been deserted, 

though a temple to Zeus was built in the second century just to the north on Tell ar-Ras overlooking Nablus. 

As mentioned above, in 484 AD, during the reign of Emperor Zeno, a large octagonal church dedicated to 

Mary Theotokos was built on the main summit. The church was turned into a fortress and later strengthened 

by Justinian. The Samaritans were insulted by the presence of a church on their sacred mountain, and this 

affront contributed to their revolt in 529 AD. The church was abandoned in the eighth century, and the for-

tress was dismantled in the ninth. In the sixteenth century, a shrine to the Muslim saint Sheikh Ghanim was 

built on the east corner of the ruined church. Mount Gerizim continues to be the religious center of the Sa-

maritans. Their village is below the summit and now includes a museum. Every year, many visitors come to 

see the Samaritans’ ceremonial procession to and around the mountain summit, a contemporary version of a 

tradition that they believe to be thousands of years old. 

Mount Gerizim 

 

Summit of Mt. Gerizim. 1898, Nablus 

The Roman Hippodrome 

Located outside the old city opposite to Al-Watani hospital. 

It has been discovered recently in 1985 BC and has been built 

in the mid of the 3rd century. A Photo of Neapolis Hippo-

drome, this colour photograph shows the Ro-

man Hippodromeof Neapolis,  beside the road that goes from 

Nablus to Tulkarm.   
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The Manara Clock Tower : 

The Manara Clock Tower is a clock tower located in the middle of the 

central square (casbah) in the Old City of Nablus next to the An-Nasr 

Mosque in the Palestinian territories. Five stories high, it was erected in 

1906 on the orders of the Ottoman sultan Abdul Hamid II to celebrate 30 

years of his reign. The tower is similar to those also built by Sultan Ab-

dul Hamid in Tripoli and Haifa.  

The Manara Clock Tower has an ode to the sultan in elaborate Arabic 

calligraphy. The Manara Clock Tower is currently the symbol of the 

Municipality of Nablus. 

 

Joseph Tomb Holy Site 
Located to the east part of Nablus and it is an old and fa-

mous site, claimed to be referred to prophet Joseph but the 

current building dates back to the Ottoman Turkish era. 

What confirms that the shrine belongs to a Palestinian 

Muslim sheikh from the city of Nablus, Some archeolo-

gists believe that the site is only a few centuries old. A 

small dome has been built on top of the tomb during the 

Ottoman period, and the whole site has been restored and 

remolded in 1897 and recently. 

 

Jacob’s Well 

Situated at a slight distance from Balata Village, near the 

eastern base of Mount Gerizim, Jacob’s Well is a pil-

grimage destination that commemorates the encounter of 

Christ with the Samaritan woman, the well has been an 

object of pilgrimage since then.. A church was built over 

the well, the old  church  over the well was destroyed but 

restored   by   Crusaders. Today Jacob’s Well stands 

within the walled complex of the Greek Orthodox mon-

astery. 

 

 

 

The Roman Amphitheater 

Located in Ras El-Ein area outside the old city and it has been discovered recently in 1985. The site is con-

sidered one of the largest amphitheaters discovered at the Palestinian level. 

Parts of a Roman road were  found  beneath  the  Thafer Al-Masri School. This road, in addition to the re-

mains of a stair way, connects  Nablus  city with the Roman Temple on top of Jerzim mountain. 
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Al-Khadra Mosque 

Located in the north-west part of Al-Yasmineh quarter in the 

old city. It is an old site where Crusaders built a church near-

by, and then was transformed to a mosque in 1187 BC. The 

mosque was subject to restoration measures during the 

Mamluks era in 1288 and then was restored during the Otto-

man period.  

Al-Hanbali Mosque 

Located in Al-Gharb quarter in the old city and was built 

during the Ayyubid era. The mosque has been rebuilt by the 

Mamluks and was subject to restoration measures during the 

Ottomans period. The mosque is rather holly than other 

mosques as it is the place where the holy hairs of prophet 

Mohammad are claimed to be kept and being opened every 

year for public.Al-Hanbali Mosque. 

The Great Mosque (Al-Salahi) 

Located in the heart of the old city to the east of Al-Nasr 

street. The west part of the site was a mosque built in the 9th 

century, while the east part was a church built by Crusad-

ers in 1167. The entire site has been transformed to a 

mosque in 1187, and was rebuilt and restored after the 1927 earthquake. 

Al-Nimer Mosque and Palace 

 

 

Samaritan Turkish Bath (Samaritan Hamman) 

Located in Al-Yasmineh quarter in the old city and backdated to 15th century. The bath (Hammam) is 

owned by Toukan family, however, it was named Samaritan bath due to its location close to the Samari-

tans’ neighborhood and it is still functioning till present time. Three meters below the street level lays the 

entrance to the baths. The baths are made out of marble tiles and still heated by wood-fired ovens. Upon 

entering, visitors pass through progressively warmer rooms, with marble benches and arched ceilings. A 

dome, fitted with stained glass windows, gives beautiful natural light to the bathhouse.  

 

The Great Mosque 1908 

Located in Al-Habaleh quarter in the old city and was 

built by Nablus ruler Yousef Bin Abdullah Basha 

Nimer leader of the Ottoman military campaigns, he 

donated his personal library to it ,  it is a vast seven-

teenth century palace.  

The palace embraces a huge entrance and two floors 

in addition to a front orchard.  
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Palestinian Proverbs 

The Palestinian heritage and folklore is varied and original, as it is a historical reference that has 

been inherited across thousands of years, a heritage rooted into Palestinian grounds that describes 

what the land says, produces melodies and rhymes that run in Palestinian blood and inscribes the 

uniqueness of our people and the title of immortal glory on the chapters of history. 

10 

The popular proverbs or idioms is a short, eloquent sentence passed from generation to generation, easy 

to spread and quick to circulate, and it was an expression of a specific experience and widely used on the 

occasion of experiences or situations similar to the original one, and it is a product of the interactions of 

history, culture, geography, literature, economics, religion, customs and traditions. 

The Palestinian folk proverb is an important pillar of the Palestinian folklore. For its eloquence of expres-

sion of the various experiences of the Palestinian society that express the culture, ways of life and the 

various dealings and morals that people have known. 

Some of these experiences have disappeared, their story or details, and the expressed proverb continue to 

circulate; While the stories and details of some others are still circulating today, even if they are not the 

true details of the story or the first experience; But it was developed, matured, and circulated to people to 

suit this experience. The popular proverb is one of the most important and ancient elements of the Pales-

tinian heritage. 
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Palestinians, like most Arabs, routinely draw on a myriad of popular proverbs in their communication 

with each other. These proverbs have endured the test of time and have come to reflect and influence 

our present cultural identity just as they have for generations before us. As is often the case with popu-

lar knowledge, proverbs may vary according to the experiences that produced them. In fact, it is not 

uncommon to find that some popular proverbs contradict each other. As such, it may be helpful to 

think of the proverbs as an important reflection of the culture which produced them and as a means for 

the transmission of certain beliefs, customs and values. 

 These popular proverbs are not only a sacred part of our cultural heritage but represent an enduring 

tradition to be passed on for many generations. Proverbs as receptacles of traditional wisdom represent 

one of the great treasure 

troves of the Arabic lan-

guage. 

The term "Proverb" here to 

refer to what English speak-

ers normally think of as a 

"saying" or "aphorism." As 

anyone who has spent time 

around Arabs can attest, 

proverbs are used frequently 

in day -to- day social inter-

action. They are prevalent in 

daily conversation at home, 

at school, in religious and 

cultural ceremonies, and in 

just about any social situa-

tion that may present itself. 

Proverbs originates from a universal reverence for language and especially poetry. The Arabic lan-

guage has enjoyed a long tradition of both secular and religious poetry, beginning with the pre-Islamic 

Jabaliya poets and continuing today in popular verse. 

 Arabs everywhere take great pride in this tradition and in the Arabic language itself, a pride which is 

evident in frequent usage of proverbs in literature, the media and every day conversation, Given the 

integral role of proverbs in Palestinian life, and indeed throughout all Arab cultures, the study of such 

proverbs as used by Palestinians offers a unique perspective on the beliefs and values shared among 

Arabs. Proverbs provide a historical record of the development of Palestinian civilization throughout 

time to fully know and appreciate our people's culture, history and values one should look to our prov-

erbs.  

It is often said that culture is a representation of a way of life and a collection of ideas and habits that 

are learned, shared and transmitted from generation to generation. This is precisely what is reflected in 

Palestinian proverbs; they express a specific set of beliefs, customs, habits, knowledge and morals 
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handed down throughout time.  However, relatively little is known about Palestine as a multicultural na-

tion, a nation where diverse customs and values come together. I believe that studying the culturally rich 

proverbs of Palestine is one of the more basic and informative ways to promote this cultural education. 

On the other hand, Popular Proverbs 

has appeal for Arabs who have emi-

grated from the Arab world. Being far 

from home and family, such emigres 

naturally experience nostalgia for the 

culture of their childhood. Popular 

Proverbs includes stories, cultural 

background and references which will 

resonate with Palestinians and other 

Arabs living abroad, and will evoke 

strong memories of life in their home-

land. But possibly more importantly, I 

hope that these proverbs and stories will help Arab émigrés continue to pass this rich cultural tradition on 

yet another generation and make such life and culture come alive for them. 

We have selected some proverbs and included their translations and a bit of analysis below. 

Piece of Cake – Shurbit mayy 

This expression is the Arabic version of saying ‘piece of cake’ when you want to describe how easily 

something was done. As with most Arabic expressions, the words that compose this idiom do not work as 

direct translations. 

Shurbit is ‘a sip of’ and mayy is ‘water’, so this expression literally translates as ‘A sip of water’. 

Khalli iTaabiq mastuur-keep the issue hidden 

Literally translating as ‘keep the issue hidden’, this expression is used to tell someone not to discuss an 

issue or more commonly used in today’s slang as ‘keep it on the down low’. 

Khalli is to ‘keep something, make something stay’,  iTaabiq here means an ‘issue’ or ‘matter’, but literal-

ly translates as ‘floor’ or ‘story’, and mastuur means ‘hidden’. 

Without a Hitch – il-Habil  aj-jar-raar 

This expression is the equivalent of the English ‘without a hitch’ and is used in similar contexts to convey 

when something goes smoothly and without any problems. The Arabic translates as ‘something is still be-

ing dragged’. 

il-Habil is ‘the rope’ and aj-jar-raar is ‘dragging things behind yourself’ 

Ib’id ‘an el-sharr wi ghanneeloh -Keep away from evil and sing to it. 
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Literal Translation: Keep away from evil and sing to it. Hidden Meaning:  Don’t be look for troubles. Ap-

plicability: To advise people to avoid and dismiss trouble even with a song. 

Aja ykahilha aamaha- He came to apply khol to the eye and blinded it  

Palestinian women often use kohl , a black powdered resin derived from the burning of olive oil , as an 

adomment much like eyeliner for blackening the edge of the eyelids and eyebrows . It was also used in the 

past around the eyes of babies and small children because it was thought to enhance good eye health . 

This proverb is said when one ruins what they want to repair , just as one who applies kohl in an effort to 

become more beautiful may mistakenly introduce the resin directly in the eye and cause blindness. This 

proverb is often heard when someone misspeaks and subsequentir realizes their error . In an attempt to 

correct the mistake he or she only exacerbates the problem. 

Idha lam tastahi faSnaa ma shit-it- If you have no shame do whatever you please 

The word " shame " here denotes a sensibility for other people's feelings . Thus a person who has no 

shame will do what they want , often acting selfishly or without regard for others . This proverb therefore 

urges people to be polite and well - mannered . 

idha kana al - kalaam min fiDah fas - sukuutmin do hab speech is silver , silence is golden  

This proverb is very common among Palestinians. It is said to urge people not to gossip or talk about use-

less things because such talk could harm the speaker and lead to trouble. 

is'al annil-jaar qabl id daar- Choose the neighbor before the house- we can live without friends , but not 

without neighbors  

There are many Palestinian proverbs which address the subject of neighbors . This proverb urges those 

moving to new locations to ask about the neighbors of the new residence , inquiring whether the people 

are good or not so that their new life will not be spoiled. In the Palestinian tradition , choosing a good 

neighbor is more important than choosing a fine house.  

The young goose is a good swimmer - ibn il-wazz 3awwam (Like father, like son.) Used to describe those 

who give a very serious impression by their looks/outfits/height/etc. 

"Ajat el 7azeena tefra7 ma leqyatelhaash maTra7" Literal: The sad has come for joy, she found no place 

to take her. This proverb is used to describe a person's despair in need for help he cannot get. 

3asfoor bileed wala 3ashara 3ala eshajara"- A bird in the hand is better than ten on the tree. Used to de-

scribe A chance of acheiving more than one desired goal at one time is always pleasant. 

El 3ein ma bte3la 3an el 7aajeb - The eye can't go any higher than the brow. A word of respect: It's a mat-

ter of fact that the brows are higher up the face than the eyes, therefore, he who says this proverb is one 

who feels less important than the person he's talking to. 

3asfoor bil eed wala 3ashara 3ala eshajara - A bird in the hand is better than ten on the tree. A chance of 

acheiving more than one desired goal at one time is always pleasant. 



14 

 

 Muhammad al-Najjar 'Abu Yusef (1929-1973)  

Muhammad al-Najjar 'Abu Yusef', who was assassinated by the Israeli Mos-

sad with his two companions Kamal Nasser, and Kamal Adwan in Beirut on 

this day in 1930, was born in the village of Yabna, Ramle district, and com-

pleted his primary education there, then moved to the Abrahamic College in 

Jerusalem, where he finished his secondary education . 

After that, he returned to his hometown to work as a teacher until the Nakba 

in 1948 forced him to leave his village and go to Al-Shabura neighborhood in 

the Rafah camp for Palestinian refugees in the Gaza Strip, and in it Muham-

mad Yusef al-Najjar worked in the education sector until 1956. 

Abu Yusef was known in Rafah camp and in the Gaza Strip in general for his 

patriotic stances, and was arrested for the first time for four months in 1954 

for leading a demonstration in which he demanded the compulsory recruit-

ment of Palestinian youths. 

He was arrested again in March 1955 for leading one of the demonstrations in protest and denouncing the set-

tlement project in North Sinai that the Refugee Relief Agency tried to implement.  

Abu Yusef left the Gaza Strip on board in 1957 to Syria, from where he headed to Amman, and then went to 

work in the Qatar Knowledge Department. Al-Najjar is considered a founding leader and the owner of most 

of the movement's starting points and goals. He was elected as a member of the movement’s central commit-

tee since its founding in 1965, and in 1967 he was finally vacated by Fatah movement. Muhammad Yusef al-

Najjar was elected at the fifth session of the Palestinian National Council, which was held in Cairo in 1969, as 

a member of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization representing Fatah movement, 

and he was chosen as the Chairman of the Supreme Political Committee for the Palestinians in Lebanon. In 

the eleventh session of the Palestinian National Council in Cairo from 6/12/1973, his membership in the or-

ganization’s executive committee was renewed, and he was assigned to head the political department there. 

Abu Yusef participated in many Arab and international conferences and seminars, and he always emphasized 

the Palestinian Arab people's rejection of Security Council Resolution 242 and the Palestinian resistance's in-

sistence on fighting until victory, and he called on Arab and friendly countries to increase their support for the 

Palestinian revolution. He represented Palestine in the Conference of Arab Defense Ministers in Cairo, and 

led the Palestinian delegation to the conference, and in the Fourth Islamic Conference, which was held in Lib-

ya from 3/26/1973, Muhammad Yusef al-Najjar headed the Palestinian delegation.  

On the night of April 10, 1973, a group of the Israeli Mossad blew up the entrance to the martyr's apartment, 

to break into the house where the martyr was sleeping in his room with his wife Rasmia al-Najjar (his aunt's 

daughter), who tried to protect him from the barrage of bullets, and they martyred together, while their 

firstborn, Yusef, managed to escape.  
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                Kamal Adwan (1924-1973)  

Kamal Adwan was born in 1935, in the village of Barbara near 

the city of Ashqelon. During the Nakba of 1948, his family was displaced to 

the Gaza Strip. Adwan attended schools in the Gaza Strip. Adwan Believing 

in the armed fedayee struggle. In 1956, Adwan participated in the resistance 

to the Israeli occupation of Gaza City. He was committed until the end of 

occupation – after the Tripartite Aggression on Egypt. At secondary school, 

Adwan met Yasser Arafat, Khalil Al-Wazir and others, who would later be-

come the leaders of Palestinian revolutionary activity. Adwan then went to 

Egypt to study petroleum engineering. However, due to his difficult financial 

situation, he was forced to abandon higher education after two years, and left 

for Saudi Arabia to work in the petroleum sector. Adwan was in contact with 

Arafat, Al-Wazir, and the other founders of the Palestinian National Libera-

tion Movement (Fatah) in Kuwait. He established a Fatah branch office in Saudi Arabia and, after moving to 

Qatar to work in the petroleum sector, led the Fatah branch there. In 1964, Adwan was elected a member of the 

first Palestinian National Council. Adwan devoted his time and effort to the revolutionary activity led by Fa-

tah, and returned to Amman, Jordan, in April 1968, to head the PLO Media Office. He established the office as 

a media agency with a wide-ranging Arab and international network and an independent newspaper. Adwan 

participated in the battles to defend the Palestinian Revolution in September 1970. Adwan left Jordan with the 

Palestinian Revolution leaders and forces to Syria, and then to Lebanon. He was elected to the Fatah Central 

Committee at its 3rd Conference in January 1971.  Along with running the PLO Media Agency, Adwan was 

assigned the supervision of the Western Sector. Adwan was martyred at his home on Fardan Street in Beirut on 

the 10th of April 1973, during (Mossad) operation. 

 

Kamal Nasser  (1925-1973)  

Born in Gaza in 1925; grew up in his family hometown Birzeit; graduated 

from Birzeit College in 1941; studied Political Science at the AUB, gradu-

ating in 1945 after a six-month period of suspension from the university 

due to his political activism; worked as a teacher whilst studying Law in 

Jerusalem; took a teaching post at the Ahliyeh School in Ramallah after 

1948; then began a journalistic career by publishing Al-Jil Al-Jadid period-

ical, resumed his political activism; was imprisoned on several occasions 

for publishing revolutionary articles and poems; joined the Ba’ath Arab 

Socialist Party in 1952 and became chief editor of its newspaper Al-Ba‘ath 

was elected member of the Jordanian parliament for the Ramallah District 

in 1956; became a fugitive in Arab countries in the aftermath of an insur-

gence in Jordan only to return home when general amnesty was declared in 

1966; was exiled in Dec. 1967 by the Israeli occupation forces; joined soon 

after the PLO in 1968 and was elected member of its Exec. Committee in Feb. 1969; met Egyptian Pres. 

Gamal Abdul Nasser, together with Yasser Arafat, Kamal Nasser and Abdul Razeq Al-Yahya; headed the PLO 

Dept. of Media and National Guidance; served as its spokesman and as editor of its journal Filastin Ath-

Thawra (The Palestine Revolution); was killed - along with Kamal Adwan, Abu Yousef An-Najjar and the lat-

ter’s wife - in an Israeli retaliatory commando raid on Beirut on 10 April 1973, led by Ehud Barak. 
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Khalil al-Wazir was born on 10 October 

1935, in the town of Ramla, Palestine. He 

was forced to leave his hometown in July 

1948 when Zionist militias occupied Ramla 

and evicted its inhabitants. He and his fami-

ly made their way to Ramallah and Hebron 

before settling in Gaza. 

His parents, Ibrahim Mahmud al-Wazir and 

Fawziyya Khalil Shaikhu, had four sons 

(Ghalib, Munzir, Zuhair, and Khalil) and 

three daughters  (Zahira, Nabila, and Zain-

ab). Khalil and his wife, Intisar Mustafa 

Mahmud al-Wazir (who was also his cousin), had three sons, Jihad, Basim and Nidal, and two daughters, 

Iman and Hanan. 

Education and Employment 

He attended an UNRWA elementary school in Gaza and graduated from Palestine School in 1954. 

In 1955, he enrolled at the Faculty of Arts, Department of Journalism, of Alexandria University but did not 

complete his university education. In the summer of 1957, he moved to Saudi Arabia where he worked for a 

few months as a teacher in the town of Qunfudha, in Asir Province. In the fall, he left Saudi Arabia for Ku-

wait where he worked as a teacher until 1963. 

In 1952, his colleagues during that period were Kamal Adwan, Abu Yusuf al-Najjar, Said al-Muzayyan, Abd 

al-Fattah al-Hamud, Ghalib al-Wazir, Abdallah Siyam, Muhammad al-Ifranji and Hamad al-Aidi.  When Is-

raeli forces attacked the Gaza Strip on 28 February 1955, in retaliation for the Zohar operation, killing and 

wounding many Egyptians and Palestinians. In response, al-Wazir helped to lead a mass demonstration, 

which started from the Palestine Secondary School in Gaza. Demonstrators carried signs that read “Enlist us 

in the army and save us” and “Train us and you will help us” in addition to slogans that rejected the scheme 

to resettle Palestinian refugees in the Sinai Peninsula.During the attack on Gaza in the autumn of 1956, he 

left the university and joined a training camp set up by the League of Palestinian Students in Egypt; there he 

met Yasir Arafat. By the following year, the two men (who were then in Kuwait) had agreed to establish a 

secret organization with the aim of liberating Palestine. In November 1959, the two men met with many 

young Palestinians in Kuwait who had arrived from several Arab countries. At that meeting the Movement 

for the National Liberation of Palestine (Fatah) was established. Al-Wazir was chosen as a member of the 

first central committee of the movement and continued to be a committee member until his assassination. In 

October 1959, he edited a periodical called “Call of Life-Our Palestine” published in Beirut, which came to 

reflect the views of Fatah. In November 1963, he moved to Algeria and (in his capacity as a Fatah member) 

opened the first Palestine bureau in Algeria and began to organize military training tours for Palestinian vol-

unteers in the Algerian Military Academy. He also edited two periodicals: “The Cry of Palestine” and “News 

of Our Palestine.” In March 1964, he travelled to China with Yasir Arafat. China’s leaders allowed them to 

open an office for Palestine in the capital, Peking, and agreed to support the Palestinian revolution as soon as 

Khalil al-Wazir -Abu Jihad, (1935-1988) 
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it began. He then went on to North Vietnam and North Korea and later visited Yugoslavia and the German 

Democratic Republic. Khalil al-Wazir took part in the 

Palestinian National Council held in Jerusalem at the 

end of May 1964, at which the establishment of the 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was an-

nounced. He was a member of the political committee 

of that council. In 1965 he left Algeria for Damascus 

where he set up a military headquarters and was made 

responsible for contacts with Fida’ei cells inside Pales-

tine, especially after al-Asifa (the military wing of Fa-

tah), carried out the first symbolic operation in occu-

pied Palestine on the night of 31 December 1964. This 

took place in a water-course called the Ilbun tunnel, where an Israeli water network was blown up; two Is-

raeli soldiers were injured and one of the men who carried out the attack, Ahmad Musa, was killed. When 

Israel attacked Egypt, Syria, and Jordan in June 1967 (and in the process occupying east Jerusalem, the 

West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights, and the Sinai Peninsula), Khalil al-Wazir organized several 

military operations against the Israeli forces in the Upper Galilee, in northern Palestine. Following the vio-

lent clashes between the Palestinian  Fidaei and the Jordanian army in September 1970, which resulted in 

the departure of the PLO forces from Jordan, al-Wazir and his colleagues moved to Lebanon, where he 

spent his time in Beirut and Damascus. After assuming control of Fatah’s organization and then media ac-

tivities, he became a member of the general command of al-Asifa; later he supervised Fatah activities in-

side the occupied territories (referred to as the Western Sector), taking that responsibility after the assassi-

nation of Kamal Adwan, the person in charge of that sector, at the hands of an Israeli military group which 

infiltrated into Beirut in April 1973. At the fourth congress of Fatah, held in Damascus in May 1980, Kha-

lil al-Wazir was elected deputy to the commander in chief, Yasir Arafat. He played a leading role in resist-

ing the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in the summer of 1982 and in the steadfast resistance put up by the 

joint Palestinian-Lebanese forces in Beirut when the capital was besieged by Israeli forces. After the depar-

ture of the PLO forces from Lebanon, al-Wazir moved with Yasir Arafat to Tunis and was then appointed, 

in 1984, head of the Palestinian delegation in the joint Palestinian-Jordanian Committee to fortify re-

sistance inside the occupied territories.  He worked to support the institutions of civil society and to build 

up the organization; he was behind the establishment in the occupied territories of the Youth student move-

ment and the Women’s Committees for Social Work as well as the labor unions. He supported the re-

sistance of Palestinians in all walks of life. 

Assassination 

Khalil al-Wazir was one of the principal architects of the first popular intifada, which broke out in Decem-

ber 1987. He took part in leading it and in supporting it right until the time of his martyrdom. 

An Israeli military unit called Sayeret Matkal, led by Major Moshe Yaalon (who later became chief of staff 

and then Minister of Defence) assassinated him in his house in the Sidi Bou Said neighborhood in Tunis, 

on 16 April 1988. 

His body was taken to Damascus where tens of thousands of Palestinians and Syrians walked in his funer-

al. He was buried in the Martyrs Cemetery of the Yarmuk refugee camp. 
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Over 72 years ago this month, Abdel-Qader al-Husseini (1908-

1948), a charismatic Palestinian military leader, was killed in 

the battle for al-Kastal, an Arab village west of Jerusalem. To 

honor his and his comrades’ memories, let us solemnly and 

respectfully recall how he fought and died defending villages 

from being ethnically cleansed, and ask if the Palestinians have 

learnt any lesson from his ultimate sacrifice. 

A Brief history of the heroic leader: 

He studied at the American University in Cairo- Egypt. Then, 

in early 1933 Husseini returned to Jerusalem; he contributed 

articles to the al-Jami‘a al-Islamiyya newspaper in Jaffa. 

When the Palestine Arab Party, which he had joined, issued 

the Liwa’ newspaper, he joined its editorial board. 

Two years later, He took charge of the Palestine Arab Party’s 

bureau in Jerusalem and, together with other nationalist youth, 

began to prepare for an armed revolt in the wake of the Great 

Palestinian Rebellion of April 1936. 

Husseini was one of the founders of the armed Holy Jihad Or-

ganization in the Jerusalem district. When the famous Syrian 

freedom fighter Sa‘id al-‘As arrived. In Palestine with a group 

of his followers, Husseini fought alongside him in several battles.  In early October 1936, the British army 

arrested Husseini who was wounded in al-Khader battle in the Bethlehem district (in which Sa‘id al-‘As was 

killed). He was put in chains and taken to the Jerusalem Military Hospital but was able to escape to Damascus 

where he continued his medical treatment. 

Husseini returned secretly to Palestine in 1938 to continue the fight when the armed revolution had escalated. 

In October 1938, he was severely wounded in a major battle between the Palestinian freedom fighters and the 

British forces in the region of Bani Na‘im (between Bethlehem and Hebron) and was secretly taken to a hos-

pital in Hebron for treatment. He went to Lebanon and Egypt as his family moved to Cairo. 

In December 1947, Husseini slipped back into Palestine through the Egyptian border. When the Arab Higher 

Committee announced the jihad following the UN Partition Resolution, Husseini reformed the Army of Holy 

War (Jaysh al-jihad al-muqaddis) and was chosen to command them. Under his command these forces 

achieved a number of significant victories against the Zionists forces in Jerusalem and nearby settlements and 

in lines of communications leading to them. The explosives unit in these forces carried out a number of major 

operations, the most notable of which was the blowing up of the Jewish Agency building in Jerusalem, the 

hub of Zionist activity in the city.  

At the end of March 1948, Husseini travelled to Damascus to contact the Military Committee of the Arab 

League, which was in charge of the fighting in Palestine. He wanted the committee to supply him with arms 

equal to what the Zionists possessed in order to defend Jerusalem. 

 While in the Syrian capital he heard the news that a major Zionist attack had been launched against Jerusa-

lem; the attackers had succeeded in occupying the village of al-Qastal, a highly strategic position overlooking 

the main road between Jerusalem and Jaffa.  

Husseini returned from Damascus deeply disappointed, having failed in his mission to the Military Commit-

tee, and headed directly to the field where he led a desperate counter-attack to recover the village of al-Qastal; 

he was killed in battle on 8 April 1948. 

He was such a hero and a Palestinian leader who has sacrificed his life for Palestine as his son who has fol-

lowed his lead, Faisal al-Husseini who was a Central committee member in Fatah Movement and the founder 

of the Oriental house in Jerusalem. 

Abdel-Qader al-Husseini (1908-1948) 
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Othman Abdullah Abu Gharbiyeh (1946-2016) 

Born in Jerusalem in 1946; moved in the early 1950s 

with his family to Hebron, where he completed his sec-

ondary education; involved in different political activi-

ties, leading to his arrest in 1963 by Jordanian authori-

ties; member of Fateh since 1963; studied at the Faculty 

of Law, Damascus University; arrested again and jailed 

in Hebron Prison in 1966; left the university following 

the War of 1967 and joined Al-’Asifa forces; enrolled at 

the Nankin Military Academy, People’s Republic of 

China, graduating as a Lieutenant in 1969; appointed 

General Officer of Al-’Asifa forces in Jordan; became 

Assistant Commander of the 201 Battalion in Jerash and 

the Jordan Valley; participated in the battles between 

Lebanese forces and the fedayeen in the Fall of 1969; 

started a military cadres school for Al-’Asifa forces in 

Lebanon; among the Palestinian fighters in Jordan dur-

ing the Black September events; left Jordan following 

the offensive of the Jordanian army on the fedayeen and the death of Walid Nimr (Abu Ali Iyad); took dif-

ferent Palestinian military posts in Lebanon; assigned by Fateh on various military missions, incl. a visit to 

the Republic of Yemen; participated in the 1973 resistance in Southern Lebanon and then in the Golan 

Front; graduated from a Military Academy in the USSR in 1976; returned to Fateh military missions in 

Lebanon; was briefly imprisoned by the Lebanese Kata’eb forces during the War in Lebanon; joined the 

Fateh Mobilization and Organization Office in 1977, while continuing his work with the military cadres 

school; appointed to the Fateh Dept. for European and Asian Issues, facing different battles with Zionist 

organizations; survived an assassination attempt in Istanbul; elected Fateh Revolutionary Council member 

in 1980; Vice-Commissioner of the Fateh Mobilization and Organization Office; assigned to lead Fateh’s 

forces in Syria following the moving of PLO leadership to Tunisia in 1982. He joined Fateh in Tunisia in 

1983; PNC member since 1984; PLO Central Council member; opposed to the Oslo Accords but returned 

to Palestine following the establishment of the PA; served as an assistant of Pres. Arafat on Fateh’s Politi-

cal and National Guidance Dept.s; survived another assassination attempt near his home in Ar-Ram, near 

Jerusalem; became Chairman of the PNC’s Parliamentary and External Affairs Committee; member of the 

PLO Higher Military Committee; elected by the Fateh Revolutionary Council as head of the Membership 

Committee (sub-committee of the Conference Preparation Committee) at its 6th conference in Feb. 2005. 

He has made numerous official visits and meetings in the national and international arenas, whether within 

the framework of his duties as Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the National Council or 

Secretary-General of the National People's Congress for Jerusalem. 

Lieutenant General Othman Abu Gharbia died while undergoing a heart transplant in India on April 18, 

2016. President Mahmoud Abbas said: "With the departure of the fighter Abu Gharbia, we have lost a lead-

er who has a march of struggle full of patriotic work, who devoted his life from his inception until his soul 

ascending to its creator for the sake of Palestine and its freedom." 
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 Ahmad Hilmi (1878  -1953)  

Ahmad Hilmi Pasha Abd al-Baqi was born in Saida, where his father 

was an officer in the Ottoman army. He had one son, Muhammad, 

and three daughters: Safiyya, Saniyya, and Naila. 

Abd al-Baqi received his elementary education in Nablus and then 

went on to study in Istanbul. He subsequently returned to Nablus to 

work in the Agrarian Bank and became an accountant and director of 

state land in the two Iraqi provinces of al-Diwaniyya and al-Amara. 

In al-Amara, he joined the Iraqi tribal volunteers who, alongside the 

Ottoman army, fought the advancing British troops during World 

War I. 

He was a prominent member of al-Istiqlal al-‘Arabi (Arab Independ-

ence) Party, which was established in 1919 as the public and political 

front of al-‘Arabiyya al-fatat (Young Arab Society), a secret Arab 

nationalist society established in Paris in 1911. In 1919–20 he was 

appointed director-general of the Ministry of Finance in the government of Emir Faisal in Damascus. In 

1922 he moved to Transjordan where he was appointed Financial Counselor. King Hussein of the Hijaz 

appointed him supervisor of the Hijaz Railway and gave him the title of Pasha. 

When the Great Syrian Revolt of 1925 broke out against the French occupation, Abd al-Baqi became a 

member of the Central Committee to Aid Syrian Victims. The British authorities exiled him to Hijaz for 

incitement against the French Mandate in Syria. He later went to Cairo and, in 1926, to Palestine where 

Haj Amin al-Husseini, head of the Supreme Islamic Council, invited him to become inspector-general of 

Islamic waqf properties. 

Abd al-Baqi was a member of the Jerusalem delegation at the Islamic conference held in Jerusalem in the 

autumn of 1928 to defend the al-Buraq / Western Wall and other sacred Islamic places. He was also a 

member of the Central Committee to Aid Victims formed by the Supreme Moslem Council in the wake of 

the al-Buraq Revolt of August 1929. 

He also established the Agricultural Bank to supply peasants with credit and the Arab National Bank 

which he had established jointly with Abd al-Hamid Shuman and in which he became general manager 

before he resigns in 1930. In addition to the National Fund to save Arab lands threatened with seizure by 

the Zionists. He set up the Dunam Project whose aim was to enable each Palestinian to own a dunam of-
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land in regions where lands were under threat of Zionist seizure. 

He took part in the General Islamic Conference held in Jerusalem in December 1931 in his capacity as 

conference treasurer and secretary of the Hijaz Railway.  He was elected honorary president of the Jeru-

salem Chamber of Commerce and of the Salahiyya Charitable Association, which had set up the Sons of 

the Nation Institute to provide shelter to the children of martyrs. 

He became chairman of a national joint stock company called the Exhibition Company, which in July 

1933 organized an Arab industrial exhibition at which industrialists from most Arab countries were rep-

resented. This was in response to the 

Zionist exhibition of March 1932. 

In 1936 Abd al-Baqi was invited to join 

the Arab Higher Committee. When 

Lewis Andrews, British District Com-

missioner for Galilee, was assassinated 

in 1937, the Mandate authorities imme-

diately arrested and exiled Abd al-Baqi, 

along with other colleagues on the 

committee, to the Seychelles Islands in 

the Indian Ocean. (They were released 

the following year.)  Later, Abd al-Baqi 

was a member of the Palestine delega-

tion to the London Round Table Con-

ference in February 1939. He spent the 

first years of World War II in Lebanon because the British authorities had banned him and other Pales-

tinian politicians from returning to Palestine. Upon his return to Palestine at the end of 1942, Abd al-

Baqi took part in an unsuccessful effort to form a political committee to lead the national movement. 

In 1946 he was invited to join the Arab Higher Committee established by the Arab League Council in 

Bludan in June 1946. He was almost the only one among his colleagues who led the defense of Jerusa-

lem against Zionist onslaughts in the wake of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947. On 16 June 1948, 

Jordan’s King Abdullah appointed him as military governor of Jerusalem. 

The Council of the Arab League selected him as prime minister of the All-Palestine Governement the 

formation of which was announced in Gaza at the end of September 1948. In that capacity he continued 

to attend Arab League meetings in Cairo until his death. 

Albanian by origin, Turkish by upbringing, Arab by sentiment, and Palestinian by identity and loyalty, 

Abd al-Baqi was among the most prominent Palestinian figures in the economic, political, commercial, 

banking, social, and agricultural fields. He was noteworthy for his pioneering initiatives in setting up 

companies, banks, and funds. In his political conduct, he rose above party concerns. A poet, he demon-

strated selflessness, unfailing decency, deep religious faith, courage, and generosity of spirit. 

He died in Suq al-Gharb, Lebanon in 1963, and he was buried in Jerusalem. 

 

From right to left, Ahmed Hilmi Pasha, Prime Minister of the All Pale tine 
Government, and Muhammad Ali Al-Taher 
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Deir Yassin  

 

Deir Yassin  was a village located on the 

eastern slopes of a hill at a hight of 800 

meters and a wide view to all sides. The 

village was facing the western outskirts 

of Jerusalem, separated by a valley with 

terraces planted with fig, almond and ol-

ive trees. At the northern end of the val-

ley there was a road linking Deir Yassin 

to Jerusalem and to the main road be-

tween Jerusalem and Jaffa, which ran 

about two kilometers north.  

The word “Deir“ (monastery) is not unu-

sual for the name of a Palestinian village, 

especially since Deir Yassin was located 

close to Jerusalem. At the southwestern 

end of the village was a large ruin simply known as “Deir “. At the beginning of the Ottoman era, which 

began in 1517, the nucleus of settlement activity in the area was Khirbat Ayn Al-Tulut, about 500 meters 

to the west of the site of the village in 1948. In 1596, the village was under the administration of the Jeru-

salem district.  

The population of 39 people paid taxes on wheat, barley and olive trees. It is not known, when exactly 

the population moved to the site of Deir Yasin. The village was named in honor of Sheikh Yasin, whose 

tomb is in a mosque located just outside the village.  

Al-Nakba was marked by the destruction of Palestinian villages and the exodus of over than million Palestini-

ans. Historical records confirm that in 1947 Palestine comprised more than 900 Palestinian villages. More than 

400 villages as well as their houses and buildings were destroyed in its entirety or partially– by Zionist gangs 

as part of a programmed plan of destroyed villagesuprooting native Palestinians from their homeland, Pales-

tine, and breaking new ground for a bizarre colonial project called Israel, which the days of its first stage were 

closing in on that awful year of 1948.  

The Israelis wiped off all these destroyed villages of the map. Mayor urban centers exclusive for Palestinians 

such as Nazareth, Baysan, Beersheba, Acre, Ramla, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa and many others were depopulated 

and in their places Israeli settlements were built.. 

 

General View of Dire Yassin, 1907 
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By 1870, an Ottoman village list indicated 13 houses and a population of 48, though the list only counted 

men. In the late 19th century, Deir Yassin  houses were built with stones. The village was supplied with 

drinking water from two springs, one on the northern side of the village and the other on its southern side. 

Most of its houses, strongly built with thick walls, were clustered in a small area known as the Hara, 

meaning “Quarter“ or “Neighborhood“.  

The residents of Dayr Yasin were all Muslims. 

Around 1906, a Jewish suburb of Jerusalem, Givat 

Shaul, was built across the valley from Dayr Yasin. 

It was followed by Monifiori, Beit Hakerem and 

Yefe Nof. The secondary road connecting Dayr 

Yasin with Jerusalem, and the road to Jaffa ran 

through Givat Shaul. 

During the First World War, the Turks fortified the 

hilltop of Dayr Yasin as part of the defense system 

for Jerusalem. On December 8, 1917, forces led by 

General Allenby stormed these fortifications. On 

the following day Jerusalem fell to the British. Un-

til the 1920s, Dayr Yasin was largely dependent on 

agriculture for livestock farming. The building 

boom under the British Mandate transformed the 

foundations of its economy.  The area surrounding 

Dayr Yasin is rich in limestone, the preferred 

building material in Jerusalem. Since the beginning 

of the Mandate, the village residents have invested 

in large quarries along the secondary road leading 

to the city. This has developed the industry of 

quarrying and cutting stones. By the late 1940s 

there were four stone crushers functioning in the 

village. The industry encouraged wealthy villagers 

to invest their money in transporting stones while 

others became truck drivers. In 1935, a local bus company was established in a joint venture with the 

neighboring village of Lifta (Jerusalem District).  

As Dayr Yasin flourished, its houses spread from Al Hara to the top of the hill on which it was built, and 

eastward towards Jerusalem. 

In the early days of the British Mandate, Dayr Yasin did not have a school of its own and her sons attend-

ed the schools of Lifta or Qalunya. However, in 1943 Deir Yassin was able to build a primary school for 

boys and in 1946 a girls' school. The two schools were built with the donations of the villagers. At the 

head of the girls' school was a resident headmistress from Jerusalem. The village also had an oven, two 

guesthouses, a social club (Al Nahda Club), a savings fund, three shops and four wells, and a second 

mosque on the high elevations overlooking the village. 

Dier Yassin 1930 
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 It was built by Mahmoud Salah, a resident of the village. At the end of the Mandate, many residents of 

Deir Yassin were working outside the village. Some of them found work in the nearby British army 

camps as a servant, carpenter or supervisor of workers. Others worked as writers or teachers. By that 

time, only 15% of the population was engaged in agriculture. Deir Yassin's population rose from 428 in 

1931 to 750 in 1948. The number of houses in the same period rose from 91 to 144. During the Ottoman 

era, the relations between the village and its Jewish neighbors were good, especially in the early period, 

when Arabic-speaking Sepharic Yemenite Jews constituted the majority of the neighboring population. 

However, these relations deteriorated with the growth of Zionism, particularly during the arab general 

strike in 1936-1939. Relations picked up again during the economic boom years of full employment of 

World War II. Thus, by 1948, Dayr Yasin was a flourishing, relatively prosperous village with a rela-

tively peaceful connection to its Jewish neighbors, with whom much business was done.  

The Village Today 

Many of the village houses on the hill are still standing and have been incorporated into an Israeli hospi-

tal for the mentally ill that was established on the site. Some houses outside the fence of the hospital 

grounds are used for residential and commercial purposes, or as warehouses. Outside the fence, there are 

carob and almond trees and the stumps of olive trees. Several wells are located at the southwestern edge 

of the site. The old village cemetery, southeast of the site, is unkempt and threatened by debris from a 

ring road that has been constructed around the village hill. One tall cypress tree still stands at the center 

of the cemetery. 

Deserted & partially destroyed village house, 1990s 

https://www.palestineremembered.com/Jerusalem/Dayr-Yasin/Picture1094.html
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The Great Palestinian revolt, 1936-1939 

In 1936, widespread Palestinian dissatisfaction with Britain’s governance erupted into open rebellion. 

Several key dynamics and events 

can be seen as setting the stage 

for this uprising. In Palestine, as 

elsewhere, the 1930s had been a 

time of intense economic disrup-

tion. Rural Palestinians were hit 

hard by debt and dispossession, 

and such pressures were only ex-

acerbated by British policies and 

Zionist imperatives of land pur-

chases and “Hebrew labor.” Ru-

ral to urban migration swelled 

Haifa and Jaffa with poor Pales-

tinians in search of work, and 

new attendant forms of political organizing emerged that emphasized youth, religion, class, and ideology 

over older elite-based structures. Meanwhile, rising increasing of Jewish immigration, legal and illegal, in 

Palestine. 

Unsurprisingly, the combination of these various trends produced periodic upheavals, from the 1929 al-

Buraq Uprising to multicity demonstrations in 1933 against the British Mandate. In October 1935, the 

discovery of a shipment of arms in the Jaffa port destined for the Haganah fueled Palestinian concerns 

that the Zionist movement was introducing the human and military resources necessary for its state-

building project under the nose of the British.  

The Great Palestinian Revolution, or the Great Arab Revolt, as this uprising came to be known, lasted for 

three years and can be generally divided into three phases. The first phase lasted from the spring of 1936 

to July 1937. With tensions throughout Palestine running high since the fall of 1935, the revolt was ignit-

ed in 20 April 1936 when followers of Qassam attacked a convoy of trucks between Nablus and Tulkarm, 

killing two Jewish drivers. The next day, the Irgun killed two Palestinian workers near Petah Tikva, and 

in the following days, deadly disturbances ensued in Tel Aviv and Jaffa. In Nablus, an Arab National 

Committee was formed and a strike was called on 19 April. National Committees in other cities echoed 

the call to strike, and on 25 April the Arab Higher Committee (Lajna) (AHC) was formed, chaired by Haj 
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Amin al-Husseini, to coordinate 

and support a nationwide gen-

eral strike, which was launched 

on 8 May. 

Concurrent with military opera-

tions and repressive measures, 

the British government dis-

patched a commission of in-

quiry headed by Lord Peel to 

investigate the root causes of 

the revolt. In October 1936, un-

der the combined pressure of 

British policies, other Arab 

heads of state, and the effects of 

a six-month general strike on 

the Palestinian population, the 

AHC called off the strike and agreed to appear before the Peel Commission. A period of lower intensity 

conflict prevailed as the Peel Commission toured the country, but tensions continued to build in anticipa-

tion of the commission’s report. In July 1937, the Peel Commission published its report, recommending 

Palestine’s partition into Jewish and Arab states. Dismayed by this negation of their desires and demands, 

the Palestinian population relaunched their armed insurgency with renewed intensity, initiating the sec-

ond phase of the revolt. This second phase, lasting from July 1937 until the fall of 1938, witnessed signif-

icant gains by the Palestinian rebels. Large swaths of the hilly Palestinian interior, including for a time 

the Old City of Jerusalem, fell fully under rebel control. Rebels established institutions, most significant-

ly courts and a postal service, to replace the British Mandate structures they sought to dismantle. The 

British, meanwhile, imposed even harsher measures to try to quash the revolt. 

 The AHC and all Palestinian political parties were outlawed, political and community leaders were ar-

rested, and a number of high-profile public figures exiled. The military aspects of counterinsurgency in-

tensified, and British tanks, airplanes, and heavy artillery were deployed throughout Palestine. The Brit-

ish also meted out collective punishment: thousands of Palestinians were relegated to “detention camps”; 

residential quarters were destroyed; schools were closed; villages were collectively fined and forced to 

billet British troops and police.  Zionist military institutions took advantage of the situation to build up 

their capacities with British support. By early 1939, members of the Jewish Settlement Police (about 

14,000) were subsidized, uniformed, and armed by the British government as a thinly veiled front for the 

Haganah, and so-called Special Night Squads comprising Jewish and British members launched “special 

operations” against Palestinian villages. 

The third phase of the rebellion lasted roughly from the fall of 1938 to the summer of 1939. The British 

dispatched another commission of inquiry, this one headed by Sir John Woodhead, to examine the tech-

nical aspects of implementing partition. In November 1938, the Woodhead Commission report concluded 

that partition was not practicable, marking a certain British retreat from the Peel recommendation. At the 

 

Arab revolt in Palestine 1936-1939 Armored car of British police  in Nazareth 
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same time, however, the British launched an 

all-out offensive: in 1939 more Palestinians 

were killed, more were executed (by hang-

ing), and nearly twice as many were detained 

than in 1938.  

In May 1939, the British government pub-

lished a new White Paper that proposed the 

following: Britain’s obligations to the Jewish 

national home had been substantially ful-

filled; indefinite mass Jewish immigration to 

and land acquisition in Palestine would con-

tradict Britain’s obligations to the Palestini-

ans; within the next five years, no more than 

75,000 Jews would be allowed into the coun-

try, after which Jewish immigration would be 

subject to “Arab acquiescence”; land transfers would be permitted in certain areas, but restricted and pro-

hibited in others, to protect Palestinians from landlessness; and an independent unitary state would be es-

tablished after ten years, conditional on favorable Palestinian-Jewish relations.The combined impact of 

Britain’s military and diplomatic efforts brought the rebellion to an end in the late summer of 1939. 

 Over the revolt’s three years, some 5,000 Palestinians had been killed and nearly 15,000 wounded. The 

Palestinian leadership had been exiled, assassinated, imprisoned, and made to turn against one another. 

At the same time, the White Paper—despite its limitations—offered certain concessions to the rebels’ de-

mands. Whatever gains Palestinians might have made through the revolt, however, were quickly overtak-

en by the larger geopolitical processes of World War II, and the combined British-Zionist assault on Pal-

estinian political and social life during the revolt had a long-lasting impact. 
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Kafr Husayniyyah massacre 
 

  

The massacre of Deir Yasin was not the first by Zionist forces in Palestine, nor was it the last. However, 

the military and political developments that preceded and followed it made it a turning point in the 1948 

war and a symbol for Zionist plans to uproot and forcibly evict Palestinians from their towns and villages. 

Deir Yasin lies on the eastern slope of an 800-meter-high hill. It faced the Jewish suburbs of West Jerusa-

lem, which at the time included six settlements, the closest of which was Givat Shaul. These colonies 

formed a formidable barrier between Deir Yasin and Jerusalem. The village’s only link to the outside 

world was a single dirt road north of the valley that ran through Givat Shaul and then to Jerusalem. A ter-

raced valley with almond, fig, and olive trees and grape orchards separated the village from the colonies. 

The nearest Arab villages were Lifta and Ayn Karim. In 1948, Deir Yasin occupied an area of 2,700 du-

nams, over half of which was farmland; an estimated 750 residents lived in 144 houses. 

The assault on Deir Yasin was preceded by political and military developments that strongly influenced 

the course of events. After the Partition Plan for Palestine was passed in November 1947, war broke out. 

Within the Zionist movement, there was a military rivalry between the Haganah on the one hand and the 

Irgun (Etzel) and Stern Gang (Lehi) on the other. The Haganah, led by David Ben-Gurion, represented the 

workers’ faction while the latter two represented the rightist trend that was inspired by the teachings of 

Vladimir Jabotinski, with Menachem Begin as its most prominent leader. This rivalry was expressed 

through acts of terrorism against Palestinians, the deadliest of which took place in Jerusalem and its 

neighboring countryside; Jerusalem was important for symbolic, religious, political, historical, and strate-

gic reasons. 

In the first two weeks of April 1948, the balance of power between the Zionists and the Palestinians shift-

ed dramatically; on 4 April the Zionist leadership set into motion Plan Dalet, whose goal was to occupy 

and ethnically cleanse the area allocated by the Partition Plan to the proposed Jewish state, in addition to 

Dier Yassin Massacre 1984 
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whatever territory could be captured from the land allocated to the Arab state, especially the city of Jeru-

salem and its surrounding area. 

The decision to attack Deir Yasin was taken after the Haganah forces occupied the strategically located 

village of al-Qastal. Yitzhak Levi, the head of Haganah intelligence in Jerusalem at the time, said that 

Deir Yasin was chosen because the Irgun and Stern militias had relatively few resources and could not 

launch an operation on as large a scale as those of the Haganah. In addition to needing credit for some 

operations to avoid being marginalized in Jewish public opinion, they had other goals: to take revenge 

for the battles of Kfar Etzion and Atarot, to pillage and plunder (Deir Yasin was one of the wealthier Ar-

ab villages), and to find an outlet for the racist hatred built up inside them. 

According to the attack plan adopted by the leaderships of 

the Irgun and Stern Gang, their militias would mobilize sim-

ultaneously at four strategic points: one group would ad-

vance from Givat Shaul and another would advance from 

the east into the village center, led by an armored vehicle 

with a loudspeaker attached to it. A third would start from 

the Beit HaKerem settlement to attack the village from the 

southeast, at the Shaykh Yasin mosque, while a fourth 

would also come from Beit HaKerem and outflank the vil-

lage by attacking from the west. The two groups would send 

200 of their toughest fighters, seventy of whom would be 

kept in reserve. The leaders discussed how they would treat 

women, children, the elderly, and prisoners. The majority 

decided that all the men and anyone assisting them would be 

liquidated. The operation date was set for Friday, 9 April, at 

5:15 a.m. The correspondence and recorded conversations 

between the leaders of the Irgun and Stern and Haganah 

commanders show that the Haganah approved the attack on 

Deir Yasin and that the fate of the village was thus sealed 

sooner or later. In the weeks before the massacre, the residents of Deir Yasin were extremely fearful and 

apprehensive. Despite the nonaggression pact that the village elders had struck with the Givat Shaul set-

tlement in January 1948, the villagers sensed that the situation was not safe, especially after the capture 

of al-Qastal, in whose battle many of Deir Yasin’s villagers fought and Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini was 

martyred. The men were on high alert, guarding the village in shifts and armed only with old rifles. 

When the assault began at dawn, the villagers fought heroically until their ammunition was exhausted. 

Zionist sources mention that the attackers faced fierce resistance and sustained many casualties, which 

made them call for reinforcements from the Haganah to be able to continue their assault, but it was al-

ways an unequal battle. When the two groups (with the help of the Haganah) were able to enter Deir Ya-

sin, its members began massacring the villagers. Using brutal methods (including blowing up houses 

with their residents trapped still alive inside them), they killed indiscriminately—men, women, children, 

the elderly—and openly desecrated their bodies. The terrorist attackers sacked the village, looting every-

 

A dead child after Deir Yassin Massacre 
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thing they could get their hands on. Then, 

they loaded 150 of the villagers they took as 

prisoners (they referred to them as “enemy 

combatants”) onto trucks and paraded them 

in a victory procession in Jewish neighbor-

hoods before dumping them on the outskirts 

of the Arab neighborhoods so that they 

could tell people what happened to them in 

Deir Yasin. Accounts of the massacre are 

replete with survivor testimony about the 

savagery of the killers; many witnessed en-

tire families get killed and gave the names 

of the killed. Meir Pa’il, one of the Pal-

mach’s intelligence officers at the time who was charged by the Haganah leadership with monitoring the 

operation and preparing a report on it, says that the massacre carried out by the Irgun and Stern was in-

discriminate and that no one was spared. He reported the victory procession that went around Jerusalem 

displaying the captured, after which twenty-five of the men were unloaded from the trucks and shot in 

cold blood. 

Jacques de Reynier, head of the International Committee of the Red Cross delegation in Jerusalem, is 

considered the most prominent eyewitness to the Deir Yasin massacre, since he was the only foreigner 

who was able to enter the village and document what he witnessed. After he received an official Arab re-

quest to travel to Deir Yasin, he was advised by the Jewish Agency and the Haganah leadership to stay 

out of the matter; they refused to guarantee his safety should he decide to visit the village. However, he 

remained determined and managed to enter the village on 11 April. He describes what he saw there: 

“all the militia members, men and women, were young people, some of them teenagers. They 

were all heavily armed, with revolvers, machine guns, hand grenades and long knives. Most of 

the knives [I saw] were smeared with blood. Clearly this was an extermination squad to finish 

off the wounded who were still alive, and it was carrying out its task impeccably.”  

Renier speaks of the piles of corpses outside and inside homes; he was able to rescue only three individu-

als who were still alive. Later, Arab officials asked him to bury the dead at an identifiable location in a 

befitting manner. After carrying out the massacre the two terrorist groups convened a press conference 

exclusively for the American print and radio media, where they bragged about the military victory and 

occupation of Deir Yasin and the massacre of its inhabitants. They also boasted of the participation of the 

Palmach in the assault, which was a source of great embarrassment for the Jewish Agency. They falsely 

claimed that they had killed 245 Arabs, a number that was repeated in media accounts; historical sources 

estimate the number at around 100, with women, children under age 15, and old men making up 75 per-

cent of the total killed. Clearly, the Zionist forces exaggerated the number of victims and deliberately 

publicized the horrifying details of the massacre with the aim of provoking panic among Palestinians, 

which would push many of them to leave out of fear of meeting a similar fate. 
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Deir Yasin had been abandoned to fight its battle on its own; a contingent of the Arab Liberation Army in 

the nearby village of Ayn Karem, did not intervene, claiming it had not received any orders. The British 

issued an official communiqué to announce that the UK government had decided to carry out an airstrike 

on the Jews who occupied Deir Yasin but that it desisted after discovering that the assailants had already 

left the village.  

Palestinians tried to mobilize public opinion around the world through the press and whatever platforms 

they could use to spread the news of the massacre as widely as possible. But their efforts ended up having 

the opposite result: instead of influencing the international community to act, it ended up having a nega-

tive impact on the morale of Palestinians in other areas. This was not the outcome Dr. Husain Fakhri al-

Khalidi, general secretary of the Arab Higher Committee in Jerusalem, had in mind when he broadcast a 

statement about the massacre with the aim of exposing and denouncing the Zionists and appealing to the 

Arabs’ sense of honor and pride. However, the massacre did remove King Faruq’s hesitancy when, on 12 

April, he informed Arab leaders that Egypt would join the Arab armies in defending Palestine with the 

expected British evacuation of the country on 15 May.    

By the end of 1948, more than 400 villages had been depopulated; some were erased completely. As for 

Deir Yasin, homes that remained intact were later converted by the Israeli government into a hospital for 

the mentally ill, surrounded by a fence, with entry restricted only to those with special permission. 

The Massacre and Battle of Jenin.  

On 2 April, 2002, Israeli forces attacked the Jenin refugee camp in the northern West Bank, it was the 

largest military mobilization in the West Bank since the 1967 War.  

The Israeli military broke into the camp claimed 60 Palestinians, including civilians and injured hun-

dreds, 500 homes and facilities were demolished, and the camp infrastructure and parts of Jenin were 

destroyed. 

The occupation and its leaders admitted the defeat and killing of 23 soldiers, including 14 in one day, 

and 12 in the bombing of a house and in an ambush prepared by the Palestinian resistance. 

Amnesty International reported that the Israeli military blocked humanitarian assistance to the camp and 

denied the Palestinian wounded medical assistance, and that the operation left 3,000 Palestinians home-

less. Human Rights Watch criticized the Israeli military for destroying over 35 percent of the refugee 

camp. For Palestinians, the attack on the Jenin refugee camp quickly became an important symbol of 

Israel's oppression and of heroic Palestinian resistance. 

Haifa massacre: 

On 22 April 1948, the Zionist invaders attacked, after midnight, the city of Haifa, coming from Hadar al-

Carmel (the Jewish neighborhood on the heights of Mount Carmel). They occupied homes, streets, and 

public buildings, killing 50 Arabs and wounding 200 others. The Arabs were surprised, so they drove 

their women and children to the port area. To transport them to the city of Acre, and during their escape; 

Zionist attacked them; 100 civilians were killed, and 200 injured. 
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Palestine Joins the International Criminal Court 

Palestine became the 123rd member of the International Criminal Court (ICC) On April 1, 2015. By 

joining the ICC, Palestinians hope to bring charges against Israeli officials for war crimes committed in 

the Occupied Territories.  

The Palestinian decision to join the ICC has been greeted with approval in many parts of the world, in-

cluding some in the European Union, who have also encouraged the EU’s foreign policy chief to do 

likewise: “A total of 69 Members of the European Parliament have hailed Palestine's accession to the 

International Criminal Court (ICC), describing it as a ‘historic moment in the Palestinian people's 

struggle for justice, freedom and peace. 

Palestinian Children's Day 

April 5th marks Palestinian Child’s Day, it is not celebration 

rather it is a day highlighting the horrific treatment of Pales-

tinian children by the occupying Israeli authorities. On this 

day in 1995, President Yasser Arafat abided by the Conven-

tion on the Rights of the Child and dedicated the day as the 

Palestinian Child’s Day. 

For Palestinian children, the commemoration reeks of hypoc-

risy and opportunism. On this day, despite Israel’s colonial 

violence and military occupation being common knowledge, 

Palestinian children are divested of their own reality; their vi-

olation at the hands of Israelis is normalized; and their dreams 

of a normal life are generalized without context.  

The Palestinian Children Day aims to highlight the difference 

between Palestinian children and their peers as their vulnera-

bility is ignored by Israeli forces on a daily basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yasser Arafat the spokesman for Fatah 

On 15 April 1968, Fatah movement announces Yasser Arafat as its official spokesman. 

San Remo conference  

The San Remo Resolution adopted on 25 April 1920 incorporated the Balfour Declaration of 1917. It 

and Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations were the basic documents upon which the Brit-

ish Mandate for Palestine was constructed. 

 

 It aims to attract the world’s attention to the challenges they 

face as their rights to safety and education are chipped away. 

Meanwhile, Access to education is difficult for children who live in refugee camps and villages that do 
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Palestine Gallery 
Images of the Palestine revolt of 1936-1939. The name of the publication is not available. 

 


